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Bhort-eared Quls

Short-eared owls were observed on three visits using as commoh roosting
sgrounds a 30-acre Johnson grass field about five miles southeast of Fitler, Missis~
sippi, Issaquena County. -On the first observation on January 23, 1964, seven vere
flushed and one specimen collected for the 7ildlife Museum., Two of the same, ov
others, were seen later in the aftevnoon flying low over fields near the vicinity
of the roost, On February 28 in walking over the same roosting area 12 vere
flushed, Again on March 10, eight (&) vere flushed from the same roosting ground,

Large acreages of surtounding land owmed by Crown-Zellerback Paper Company -
have been cleared or planted in vecent years to cottouwood plantations, Succes-
sion of natural vegetation these plantings to Johnson grass, weeds, and other
vegetation have appavently favored cotton rat and other rodent populations,
Numerous red-tail and marsh hawvks were also seen in this area, Examination of
regurgitated short-eared owl pellets found at roosting places showed that cotton
rats made up most of the diet of these birds. iy He Turcotte

Uestern Meadowlarks

Turee Jestern meadowlarks were observed on April 1 about two miles west of
Holly Bluff, Mississippi, in Sharkey County, They were observed carefully at
close range and identified by extwvemely light coloring and song. W, Hes Tuvcotte

Pine Siskins at Jackson

Mrs, iwilliam G, ills, Jr,, observed and positively identified &4 pine siskins
feeding on the ground in her yard on Poplar Boulevard in northeast Jackson,
Mississippi, on December 2, 1963+ Again, in December {rom & to 6 were geen &t
the same place, The siskins were associating with goldfinches ome or more times
they were secen. Reported Ly Mrs. i/illiam G, Wills, Jzr.

Purple Martin Axrival - 1964

Two purple martins arrived at my house west of Jackson this year on Felruary
15, 1964, the earliest arrival date in the past eight yecars of record-keeping,

N’. Ii. T.




Horuned Larks

Ou December 22, 1963, following a snowfall and low temperatures approximately
50 horned larks were obseuvved in one flock along Highway 80 right of way about one-
halyd mile east of the city limits of Clinton, M.ssissippi. This was my iirst
Hinds County observatilon ot this speciese

Clarence E, Morgan, Jr., Xosciusko, Mississippi, reported the occurrence of
horned larks observed in fields near Kosciusko, Mississippi, Attala County, duving
the same time, The snowfall and extreme cold appavently preacipitated tle movement
of horned larks into areas not ugually £frequenied by them. e H, T,

ihite~-fronted Geese at Hoxubee National 7ildlife Refupe

A wintering f£flock of from 23 -~ 29 vhite-Izonted neege arrived on HNoxubee
lational ildlife Refuge the last week in Novembe:r, 1953, and remained theve until
the second week in Feburuary, 1964, The flock was frequently seen around ryegrass
£ields planted for geese and avound cleared portions aud mud flats of Bluff Lake
on the vefuge. DBurton S, Uebster, Refuge Manager, Brooksville, Mississippil.

Gray Kingbird

On July 21, 1963, Dr. and Lirs, Bedford Floyd observed a gray kingbird at
Belle Fontaine Beach, Jacksoun County. This is ouw {irst observation of tlis
species and the thind state recovds. Irs, Bedford Floyd,

A Neu York State Vacation Trip

In June, 1963, we enjoyed a 3 weeks' vacation in New York State, As we drove
up the Trace in the early dawn hours of June &, we began recording birds. It was
a uappy send-off on our long journeye

At our breakfast stop that first morning we were delighted to see and hear a
male Indigo Buntinge. How could anytling go wrong after that?
At our motel in Kentucky our first night we were entertained out our back
window by another bunting and a pair of Ouvchard Orioles., They almost took prece-
dent owver the swimming pooll

I'm convinced that all shopping ceuters ave guarded by nighthawks, ile heard
them neavrly every night,

Our wost exciting bivrding was done in the Adirondack Mountains of upstate New
York around Piseco Lake, Some of the birds we enjoyed were chipping sparrows,
juncos, white throated and song sparvows, ved-wvinged blackbirds, flickers, fox
sparrows, wood thrushes, puiple finches, nuthatch, veerys, red-eyed vireos, phoebes,
pee wees, least flycatchers, kingbiirds, vedsbellied woodpeckers (we rescued ong
from a screen porch), many lovely barn swallous, A pair of red starts were a real
thrill to us, Ue were able to get close to their nest in a canoe, lie saw one loon,
a black duck, Great blue heron, a few bobolinks and a rose-biecasted grosbeak, and
a few more indigo buntings, very few blue birds, martins, culls,; killdeer, sand-
pipers we couldn't identify, and many many vobins, bluejays and, of coursaz, star- .
ling and grackles, Meadow larks wvere numerous all along our trip.
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Upou returning home, we were pleased to find most of our yard birds still
here, There was a family of mockingbirds in our pine tveg, the martins weady to
leave, and a noisy huagry coloity of ved-~lieaded woodpeckers that park on our feeder,
The cawdinals aad thrushers are returaning wmove discireetly, Mrs. Robert Baker,

1712 Gibraltar Drive, Jackson 4, Mississippi.

PAY YOUR 1964 DUES

Tie following MOS members' dues ave paid for the calendar year 1964,
If your name does not appear on the list, you owe $2,00 dues fow 1964,

“Life Merabers

Mr, Ben B, Coffey, Ju,

Mrse Ben B, Coffey, Jr,

Migs Fannye A, Cool
Ty Henxy D, Haberyan

Paid for 1904

| o - b Reve Je Lo Dorn

Be E. Gandy

s, Barle R, Glenn
HMise Se Je Greew

Mr, S, J. Greern
Mrse Te lie Hannai
Mr, John BE. Hawgrove
Raifovrd L. Holmes
Mrs, Fo C, Laskey
Mr, Clarence Morgan, Jv,
Mrs. Mayo Tolwman

As E, Torres

1. He Turcotte

The following are paid to July 1, 1264, and at that time, or nov, should
remit $1,00 for the wvest of 1964: Miss Christine Berry, lrs. S. E, Horeton,
Billy Smith-Vanez.

It is not necessary to pay back dues unless you so desire, Unless otheririse
designated, your $2,00 will be credited for the current calendar year,

Please make check payable to the MOS and remit to B. E, Gandy, Secretary-
Treasurer, 2061 Yoody Drive, Jackson, Mississippi.

\J Teal,
i ekl

First Arrival Notes: Ovchard oriole - 2 adult males in full plumage 2 1/2 miles
east of Clinton, Liands County, Mississippi, fraquenting f£lowering quince shrub in
full bloom over period of several days on and after iavch 25, 19064,
Chuck~7i11's widov =~ Zivst singing bird at my home (above location on April5,1964).,
several others were Leard before daybreak April 7 about four miles north of Biraxton,
Mississippi, ia Rankin County. Broad-winged Lawk - A fairly early arvival gseen at
same locatiom north of Braxton later in woruing of same daye. /HI,

Jededede

\hite Pelicans - Betueen 450 and 500 vhite pelicans were observed on April 6, 1964,
on Copiah County Lake, west of Gallman, Mississippi. The birds weve carefully
studied at rest and in flight with telescope, Fannye A, Cook.
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Anuual MOS Meeting and Spring Field Trip Plans

Plans fov the annual MOS Meeting and field trip ave announced as follows by
Miss Fannye A, Cook, President, HO0S,

The annual business meeting of the Mississippi Ornithological Society will be
held at 7:30 P, H,, Saturday, May 2, 19064, at Leroy Percy State Park about 7 miles
west of Hollandale, liississippl. An organized field trip will be conducted on
Satuvrday begianing at 3:00 A, M,, from Bud's Highway 61 Restaurant at the inteu-
section of Highway 61 and Highway 3 north of Vicksburg and just south of the Yazoo
River-ilighway 61 Bridge, The party will proceed north, turn west (Hlighway 465)
just above the Yazoo River Bridge oun the new Eagle Lake Road, Stops will be made
along this voad and on and avound Eagle Lake. ije tlen proceed on Highway 465 up tlie
main levee to Alexander's Boat Camp on Chotard Lake, then up the main levee to High-
way 1 and to Relling Fork for luunch 12:00 Noon to 1:00, lje then proceed on Highuay
14 and Highway 1 to Glen Allen, Mississippi, and visit the Lake lashington avea,
From there the party will tour the Yazoo Hational i/ildlife Refuge and proceed on o
Jjollandale, Mississippi, and Leroy Percy State Park, arriving in late afternoon,

T

ile should see waibling vireos, painted buntings, Mississippi kites, dickcissels,
bobolinks (possibly), Baltimore oriloles, swallous, hevons, anhingas, ctc., on tie
£ield trip.

Please advise Miss Fannye A, Cook, Crystal Springs, Mississippi, prior to
April 24, concerning reservations desived for overnight cabing at Leroy Percy Park,
Cabins accommodate 4 persons vwith cookiug facilities,

Members will find enclosed a schedule. of other organized field trips planned

for Tishomingo County and Jackson - Pearl River Reseivoir areas,






