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STERLING GmNE CLAWSON

‘Sterling Gene Clawson, N*ssissippi Ornitholoaical Sociaty secretary and game
research biologist for the Mississippi Game and Fish Commissiom, died on the after=
noon of August 4, 1962, His death was caused by llgntn1ng 1n a marsh area near the
mouth of the Pascagoula River in Jackson County. S :

f Sterling Gene Clawson was born in Tampa, Florlda on. July ll 1932 - Survivors
f - ave his parents, Mr, and Mrs, S, C, Clawson, and one siste;, all of Tampa,- He:
i attended schools in Tampa, graduated from Florida State University, and enteved. .
Auburn University where he obtained an M. S. degree in wildlife management with a
straight A average grade, He began his cawreer in wildlife conservation with the
‘Game and Fish Commission on September 15, 1959, where he proved himself to be a
loyal and conscientious worker, He showed a driving interest and dedication to
his work, He was an outstanding field ornithologist and was especially intevested
; , in birds along the Gulf Coast,  He was engaged in bird study and was alone near a.
é nesting colony of skimmers and terns at the time he was struck by lightning. Pre~
: sumably, he was checking further on the nesting record of the Common Tern reported
in the last issue of the M0OS Newsletter, He spent much of his spare time doing
bird study and bird banding along the coast, He participated with his close friend,
Lovett Williame, in the collection of at least. twelve (12) species of birds addi-q
 tional to the 1 Mississippi bird list, He was actively 1nterested in the MOS and
contributed notes frequently to the Newsletter, i .

His passing brought deep sorrow to hvs many friendz and associates who have
felt the imprint of his friendly work and interest 1n wxldilfe conservatlon and
Mississippl ornithologyas . L - - R S

Christmas Bird Count = Jackson Area

MOS members participating in the 63rd CHRISIMAS BIRD COUNT, Jackson, Missis~
sippi, ware! Miss Chrxstine Berry, B, E. Gandy, We Heo T.urcotte9 and M;s, Wa G, .

The count was taken wiuhin a 15*m11e diameter c1rcle, cente inter secfion
Highway 51 and Natchez Trace at Ridgeland; deciduous bottomland 18 perxcent,




upland mixed conifers and haedwco& 22‘pe;cect,“ﬁee£ures, golf courses, and air-
fields 20 percent, roadsides and woodland edges 15 .percent, harvested and wzedy
fields 12 percent, wooded lakes 1 percent, commerclal and residential 7 percent.:f

Tbe fouc observers on this count weré divided into two parties,: startxng at?i
6 30 As M., and concluding at 5300 P, M. They totaled 20 party hours -~ 14 hours
- on foot, 6 hours by car - and traveled 131 party miles - 10 on foot, 121 by car,

The :total of 4 758 individuals included: Pied~billed Grebe, 23 Great Blue
Heron, 43 Mallard, 40 Black Duck 33 Gadwall, 12; Green-winged Teal, 2; American
Widgeon, 23 Shoveler, 60; Wood Duck, & Ring-necked Duck, 200; Lesser Scaup, 33
Ruddy Duck, 13 Turkey Vultuze, 3j; Red-tailed Hawk, 3; Marsh Hawk, 13 Sparrow Hawk,
3; American Coot, 40; Killdeer, 15; Common Sunipe, 1; Herring Gull, 1} Mourning
Dove, 463 Barred Owl, 13 Belted Kingfisher, l; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 19; Pileated
Woodpecker, 13 Red-bellied Woodpecker, 9; Red-headed Voodpecker, 22; Yellow- ’
bellied Sapsucker, 223 Hairy iloodpecker, 13 Downy Woodpecker, 5; Easterm Phoebe, 23
Blue Jay, 45; Common Crow, 353 Carolina Chickadee, 50; Tufted Titmouse, 263 Brown-
headed Nuthatch, 3; Brown Creeper, 7; Winter Wren, 3; Carolina Wren, 24; Mocking-
bird, 31; Browm Thrasher, 403 Robin, 37; Hermit Thrush, 12; Eastern: Blueblrd, 33
Golden-crowned Ringlet, 17; Rnby~crowned Kinglet, 213 Vater Pipit, 50;. Cedar {lax~--
wing, 223 Loggerhead Shrike, 1l; Starling, 1173 Oranve-crowned Warbler, 3; Myrtle .
Warbler, 123 Pine Warbler, 33 Yellowthroat, 3; House Sparrow, 40; Eastern Meadow= -
- lark, 103;vRedéwingedlBlackbird,.50; Common Grackle, 2,200; Brown-headed Cowbird,
200; Cardinal, 1673 Purple Finch, 3; American Goldfinch, 60; Rufoquswsided Towhee, -
50; Savannah Sparrcw, 15; Slate=colored Junco, 85; Field Sparrow, 663 White=" - .
throated Sparrow, 600‘ Fo“ Sparrow, 7' Swamp Sparrow, 1‘ Song Sparrow, 3. z;,-,ﬁ.n

Blrds séen on p;evzous Chrestmas Counts not recorded tnis year° Common Egret,
..Bcfflehead Black Vulture, Red-ghouldered Hauk, Bobwhite, Great Horned Cwl, Burrow-
ing Owl, Say's Phoebe, Fish Crow, White-breasted Nuthatch, .Red-breasted Nuthatch,
Bewick!s Viren, Solitary: Vlreo, Rusty Blackblrd LeConte 8. Sparrow, Vesper Sparlow,
and Chlpping Sparrow,e EREE e RI T ant Lol LA e i Lo

Blrds counted this yeae but not prev1ously recorded on the Jecseon Christmas

. Count: Black:Duck, Gadwall, Gz cen~winged Teal, American ‘Widgeon, Shoveler, and ..
Herring Gull, ~All. of. these plus Mallavds, Scaups, Ring-necked Ducks, Coots, 5

-Grebes, one’ Ruddy Duck and one Common Snipe were seenm.together on one lake - a - -
total of 500 or more individuals, This observation was definitely the highlight»

of the day for Blll Turcotte and Erskine Gandy.

Turcotte and Gandy also observed 20 White-crowned Sparrows near Flora on L
December 26, These were outside the count arvea, = Compiled by B, E. Gandy

| ik

Wintering Green Heron

'Miss Christine Berry and Mrs, We G Wills saw a Green Heron at:Mayes Lake,
Jackson, Mississippl, December 7, 1962, The bird was “observed for about 20 ' .
ninutes and all identifying characters were checked, This is the first reported.
record of the Green Heron wiatering in Mississippl. DMiss Berry and Mrs, Wills
observed a Palm Warbler, December 17, 1962, near the Bruce Campbell Airﬁield,
Ridgeland, Mississippi, -Reported by B, E, Ganey SR . i
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Early White-throat Arslval

I saw one Uhite-throated Sparrcw in my yagd in Jackson on October 2 1962
This was one of the earlxest iall records. B. E. Gandy Ll

Common Nigh;hawks, . Lﬁpiﬂ;

_ On the nights of October 11, 12, and 13, 1962, between 6330 P, M., and .
9300 Py M., I observed 6 - 12 Nighthawks, presumsbly feeding on flying insects, .
soaring in the spotlighted area around the dome: of the 0Old Capitol Museum in
Jackson., This is the 1atest fall record we. have for central Missxssxppi. .
Ba E. Gandy D

Jackson County Observations

, Enzoute to the coast on December 17 1962, I noted eight Blueblrds, 81ngly or
in pairs, in the open pine woods alon931de nghway 62, north of lMoss Point, A
Ruby~crowned Kinglet and one Common Egret were seen in Moss Point, Later in the -
day I met Dr, H. D, Haberyan near the West Bank Port Facilities, one mile west

of Pascagoula, During the two hours from 3300 to 5300 P, M,, he took me on a
guided tour of the flats between the mouths of the East and West Paocagoula Rivers
and the St, Regils Paper Company Tree Farm five miles west of Paseagoula.

The wvariety of habltats in the relatlvely small area between. the mouths of
the Pascagoula Rivers, south of Highway 90, is most interesting. Here we sawi
Pied-billed Grebe, 23 Double-crested Cormorant, 5; Great Blue Heron, 15; Ducks
(probably lLesser Scaup), 100; Marsh Hawk, 1; Sparrow Havk, &3 Black-belliad
Piover, 4; Willet, 13 Gwreater Yellowlegs, 2; Dunlin, 1000; Sanderling, 8; Herring
Gull, 30; Ring-billed Gull, 18; Laughing Gull, 10; Forster's Tern, 1; Royal Tern,
12; Black Skimmer, 50; Common Crow, l; Long-billed Marsh Wren, 63 Short-billed
Marsh Wren, 33 Myrtle Warbler, 123 Eastern Meadowlark, 25; Red~-winged Blackbird,
1000; Boat-tailed Grackle, 403 Savannah Sparrov, 43 Seaside Sparrow9 30"Song :
Sparrow, 14, . U

- Driving through the St;“Regis-Paper Company Tree Faim sbout 4230 P,fM., we
got a close glimpse of one Sandhill Crane as it flew up from the road in front
of us and disappeared behind the trees of a creek bottom, Also seen were; .
100 Tree Swallows, 100 Robins, and &4 Vesper Sparrows, S

Returning to Jackson op the 18th, I saw 12 Tree Swallows at Lyman in = -
Harrison County, B. E. Gandy ' e

ReddeRh

Membership Notice ~ 1963 MOS Membership Fees are now due for most members, Please
-~ send your $2,00 to B, E, Gandy, Treasurer MOS, 261 Woodie Dirive, Jackson.

“Jn‘:‘k**

,Pascagoula Christmas Count

MOS Members participating in the 63rd Christmag Bird Countn Pascagoula,
Mississippi, weres Henry Haberyan, M, D,, Mac Myers, and C, H. Struck

The count was taken on December 29, 1962, in two parties until 2 00 P. M,,
then as one party., Many common birds were mlssed (Fish crow, water pipits, Red-
headed woodpecker, etc.), Birds of particular interest for this time of year are
underlined: - o ‘ S
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Common Loon
Horned Grebe
Pied=billed Grebe
Gannat

Double-cres;ed CormorantwA“;mf

Great Blue Herom:

Little Blue_Heron,

Commaon Egret . .

Snowy Egret

Louisiana Heron
Yellcw-crowned Night Heron
American Blttern

Mallard

Biack Duck
Gadwall
Shoveler, .
Wood.Duck .
Redhead.
Canvasback
Lesser, Scaup .
Common Goldeneye
Bufflehead"

Oldsquaw : s
Hooded Merganser . .
Conmon Merganser
Red~braaster Mbrganser
Turkey Vulture
Black Vulture -
Red~-tailed -Hawk .
Red-shouldered Hawk
Bald Eagle

Marsh Hawk - "
Osprey - ’
Peregrine Falcon
Sparrow Hawk

Robvhite ‘ :
Sandhill Crane @ .
King Rail

Clapper Rail

Sora

American Coot
Semipalmated Plover:
Piping Plover .
Rilldeer
Black~bellied Plover
Ruddy Turnstone
Anerican Woodeock
Common Snipe
Long~billed Curiew
Willet -

Greater Yellowlecs
Lesser Yellowlegs E
Rnot .

Teast Sandpipez .
Dunlin
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Western Sandpiper
Sanderling ‘
“ Herring Gull "

. Laughing Gull . = .
. - Bonaparte's Gull-
Forster's Tern.

Royal Tern

Caspian Tern - .. @ -iF St

Black Skimmer

. Mourning Dove

.- Screach Owl =
- Belted Kingfisher

. Yellow=shafted Flicker - °
- Pileated Vioodpecker . .-
Red~bellied Woodpecker
Yellow=-bellied Sapsucker

Dovny Woodpeckex
- -Bastexrn Phoebe
E Tree'Swallow_,wa
... Blue Jay -
27, Common Crow .
2 . Carolina Chzckadee
. - Tufted Titmouse. -
.:fBrown-headed Nnthatch
.. .Brown:Creeper - ’
. House Wren .
Winter Wren
Carolina Wren
Long=billed Marsh Wren.

>;aShort~billed Mar;h Wren fx 5

» Mockingbird -
- Catbird ,
Brown Thrasher
Robin~ . -
Hermit Thrush ..
~ Eastern Bluebi;d
“Blue=-gray Gnateatcher
Golden=crowned Kinglet

Ruby~crowned Kinglet. b

‘Cedar Waxwing .
Loggerhead Shrike-
‘Starling

Solitary Vireo

. Ringebilled Gull .~ 47 L o]
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Orange~crowned Warbler .. ~

Myrtle Warbler
- Pine Warbler
© Yellowthroat
House Sparrow

Eastern Meadowlark . .-

Red-winged Blackbird
- Boat=tailed Grackle
Common Grackle

ul{?‘—




Cardinal ’ ' 11 Vesper Sparrow RTINS X R
American Goldfinch : 8 Chipping Sparrow 42
Rufous~-sided Towhee . .. - crec D8 0 Field Spagmow otae .l oo 7
Savannah Sparrow v . ... ' 16 ' White~throated Sparrow -i: 11225
Sharp-tailed Sparrow '~ . ' 23 . Syamp Sparrow: ... = . - w46
Seaside Sparrow S 087,70 Song Sparmow . oo .llLis SO A

s Dre Henxy Dy Habéryan;v"~

0. .7 13 Poplar Circle w.i:
7., Gulfport, Mississippi i
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r7l% Havk Migrations, Memphis, Tempessee - . . -
Observations of Broad-winged Hawks:. No Red-tailed Hawks have been hoted.

9-20-62, Thursday 10:00 A, M., (1) Broadwingsg . 10:30 (1) Sparrow Hawk, both
locals, A very poor day although NE 20, bright after front, No Monarch
butterflies, D T RN S PSP LT

8-21=62, Friday, 9:40 A. M., (17) Broadwings going swiftly in formatiom. Many
Monarchs. 12830 (1) Broadwing, localj 1:15 (1) Broadwing., (1) Marsh Hawk.

Hunting 16V,:;I:QS,(l)iBroadwing‘.»49 =~ 76 Pu Co Hazye . = % i e
9-22-62, Saturday, 63 = 77°- SE 10 P. C, "Thunderclouds,' . Many migratory ° T
warblers, etc., in woodland, Occasional watch for hawks after 112304 o o

3:25 (1) Ospreyy (1) Broadwing. s et I S U OV E U S RN
9-23-62, Sunday, 70 ~ 799 SE 5 P, Cs "Hazy," Heavy Yonarch £light all day,
10:45 (1) Broadwing; Noon (1) Broadwing; 12:30 (1) Broadwing; 12:35 (14) Broad=
wings joined from a great height by another dropping like a stone into their
midst, 1300 Py M., (1) Broadwing; 1:40 (5) Broadwings. ‘
2-24-52, Monday, 60 - 849 s 15 - 20, Gloudy A, M,, light shower B, M, Poor. day,
11:45 (1) Broadwing; 12 Noon Sparrow Hawks, all local, I nmenlos oo
9:25-62, Tuesday, 60 = 74%°-~ Dark misty, light rain, poor days N.6 at.dusk, front --
high over Iowa due to turn cooler Wednesday, 1:30 Lg, Heronj.3:l5 (1) Sparrow:::
Hawk, local; 3:40 (1) Cooper's Hawk, .
0=-26~62, lednegsday. Cold front NE 10 - 15, Thunderheads. This is my best day,
Broadwings 9320 .(2) 75 ~ 80 at 9:40; &4 at 9:45; 1 Turkey Vulture S34353 (4) 9:55;
(17) .10:00 A, M.3 (9) 10:02; (2) 10:05; (1) 10:25;5 (8) at intervals, 70.Noon, -
(OCCaSiQD"’«l Watch)';f LT el : B St S e e Dy

“Oliver F, Irwin
1789 Glenview Avenue
HMemphis 14, Tennessee

e
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Scissor-tailed Flycatcher

. "October 7, 1962, I saw a Sgissoretaiied flycatcher at Bridwell Ranch, seven
niles northeast of Rosedale, Mississippi., I looked for it several times after
‘that but I didn't see it (again)" .,. Sammie Danna, Jr., Rosedale, Mississippi,

 December 27, 1962, o T




Vaterfowl Notes. . n
- On Grenada Reservoir Stata Waterfowl Refug° (Calhoun County, Mississippl),
November 14, 1962,. there were at: least 40 gadwall, 10 or more baldpate or wid edh
an estimated 1200 lesser scaup, a few ringnecks, 1 greenwinged teal and 7 Canada .
geese on the artificially flooded ponds planted with millet, ‘

On the Sunflower Waterfowl Reservoir; Sharkey County, between ‘Rolling Fork
and Holly Bluff, Mississippi, on November 29, 1962, I saw about 150 mallards
(mostly drakes), 500 or more wood. ducks, 2 gadwall and 2 hooded mergansers, On
December 7 and again on December 22, I checked a black duck bagged by hunters and
observed them in small numbers with mallards several other times during the hunting
season (December 6 - 30)‘ On January 7, 1963, an estimated 2,000 mallards and
4,000 wood ducks were using the state waterfowl.project area. for resting, roosting,
and feedzno.

" Wa He Turcotte il T

Fall’ and Winter Gulf Coas* Notes " ‘ ’A: , o -‘  .¢ lfS“

A belated 1ate summer note should be reported before llsting the fall and -
wvinter notes from this arsa, This consists of three buff-breasted sandpipers,
Tryngites subruficollis, one of which was netted and banded, were discovered in -
the Pascagoula River "flats" on 25 August 1962, "This is my first encounter with
this species in Mississippi. Burleigh in "The Bird Life of the Gulf Coast Region
of Mississippi," covering the period from September 1935 to September 1943, has
- oni” one record (Deex Island, 6 September 1940), further attesting to the raxity

of hhls species in this aveas: -

- Another rarity east of the Mississippl River nowadays is the American avocet,
Recurvzrostra americana, Fouz birds of this species were found feeding in' the
shallow salt water batween the mouths of the Pascagoula River on 20 September 1962,
No mention of thig. species is found in the above~mentioned work by Burleigh

.Blue geese, Chen caerulescens, were unusually numerous ‘on- thekmainland this
fall, My first record is of a single Blue with two Snow geese over Beslle Fontaine
Beach on.14 October, A single immature Blue goose was-at the U. S, Fish Hatchery
at Lyman on 26 October and a flock varying from 4 to 5 in number were present -
about the Pascagoula River 'flats" from 21 October until 8 November. A single
immature Blue goose was seen in the Bert ‘Jones Park (about the harbor) in Gulfport
on 9 December,

An immature male Lesser snow goose, Chen b perborea, collected at the U, S,
Fish Hatchery at Lyman on 10 November 1962, officially adds this species to the
state list, Two adult Blue geese were present with this collected specimen, but
were spared, e ‘

“White-throated’ SpPArTOWs, Zonotrichia albicollis, made their first fall 1902
appearanne in Gulfport on 18 October. o A

Dauble-crested cormorants, Phalacrocorax auritus, did not appear until 27
October, a late arrival date probably reflecting the very mild f£all we experienced.

“6“



- Nine Cattle egrets, Ardeola ibis, were:found resting with. Ring-billed and
 Laughing gulls in the shallow salt water of Gulfport's beaches on 27 October,
This 1s the flrst and only time L have seen this species.in salt water, =

; Golden plovers, Pluvialis dominica dominica, are decidedly: uncommon here in
"the fall and winter, but a oneé-legged bird of this species was present on the
beach at Gulfport on 28 October, This bird flew in with 3 Killdeer, - A number of
Black=bellied plovers alaeady on the beach facilltated ccmparison betveen these
speclass ., s1c .ol 0 oL o n oL Lol S S R

Common loons, Gavia immer, did not appear here until 27 October. this past
fall, Horned grebes, Colymbus aurltus. appeared even later on 4 November,

A few Catbirds, Dumetella carolinensis, can usually be roused out here in
winter, but this species as well as Hermit thrushes, Hyloc1ch1a guttata. faxoni, .
have been unusually numerous tnis Winter.

I have noted only one Slate-colored junco, Junco h alis; and only one Fox .
sparrow, Passerella iliaca iliaca, in Gulfport and vieinity this: fall and w1nter,
the former on 10 November and the latter on 12 December. \ . e

A partial albino Laughing gull, Larus-atricilla, was seen in Guliport on
11 November 1962, but was not collected because of the presence of too many humans
in the vicinity. This bizrd was carefully studied while at vest with Herxing,. Ring-
billed and other laughing gulls.

Bonaparte 8 gulls, Larus hxladel hia, have been conspicuous by their raalty
this winter, This species was very abundant on the coast last wxnter.» They dld
ot appear until 9 December this past fall. Cned L L '

An adult male Varmilion flycatcher, Pyroceghalus rubinus mexicanus, was’
collected at the U, S. Fish Hatcheh at Lyman on 17 Nbvember 1962. )

Knots, Calidrg canutus rufus, rarely winter on the coast here, but six were
found in Bay St, Louis on 9 December and three were found on the Pascagoula 2
'Christmas count. on 29 December, N ETH T I S S R B

A fully adult male, Black~headed grosbeak, Phencticus ludoviciaﬁmg, was-ifil
studied in flight and at rest at Belle Fontaine Beach (16 January 1963)s By the
time a collecting gun was obtained, this bird had disappearsd and ecould.not be
located, An attempt will be made to relogate him within the next. few days so that
he may take a place by the first speclmen collected for the state by Sterling
Clawson last winter,® L,

#Editor's Notes This bird was collected January 20, 1963, by Dr, Haberyan
and reported to the editor by 1etter dated January 21, 1953,
The specimen will be depos;ted in the Wildlife Mnseum in

. Jackson, Ce . e B _

Tvo Bird Banding Items T N

1, A Sanderling, Crocethia alba, banded in Gulfport om 3 November 1961, was
recaptured 5 October 1962, approximately 200 yards east of the site of
its first capture, Sinece the bird was apparently completely healthy

n?»



ini1962 Nestigg Q Swallow NOtes PR

©and 3ince almast a-year had elapsed since it was. Elrst banded, it is assumed
. it had mada-a trip to:its breeding grounds' in the arctic before being retaken
this past falle :(Band No. 61-199569) - e o

2, A Killdeer, Charadrius vociferus:vociferus, was. banded;(No. 602-48550) at tha
' Fish Hatchery at Lyman,on 7 December 1961, and reteken at*the same location
18 November 1962. el orad ; |

iy bandin° in Missisaippi in 1962 amounted to 2 345 birds of 121 species.i"

- % EE R R L LR ST T LI

©f Dy Henry' D, Haberyan ® T
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Pafﬁia; A;‘ o uafd.’ inal ..

: On January 22, 1963, I saw a male partial albinc cardxnal on nghway 49 E
between Thornton and Mileston, Missigsippis “The bird was'in company with other
male and female.cardinals at the- roadside and was a unifonm, pinkish white color
all over, W. He Turcotte. - :

5-20-1962 ~ Whitfield, Mississippl Area, Rankin Ccunty.‘ 3 nests of barn
swallow were found.in a box culvert contalning 5.eggs each:nesty 1 nest in next
cylvert containing 5 eggsy l nest in culvert past cattle barn, This nest was not
accessible but both birds were about; 1 nest in culvert by small pond contained
3 young in pinfeathers, There vas a total of 6 active neste along the 2~mile.5r.
stretch. of State: Highway 468. Lo mntay Inon

On June 7, on a trip to Columbus, Mississippg,up the Natchez Trace and
Highway 12, I checked the culvert on the Trace near Kosciusko that .was wused iast
year and- reported in Newsletter, -'No nest, Between Sturgis and Starkville, I found
one pair nesting in box culvert. Nest was over water and did not check nest con-
tents, - Returning from Columbus I found another pair nesting under a bridge on
nghway 12 between Mn0001fand.Ackerman, = e o

ggg ’ I sav a palr of barn swallows evidantly nesting under Calahan

¢Bridge between Satartia and Holly Bluff on Lake Georae in Yazoo County. :

w, H. Turcotte

drickde
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Rosebreasted Grosbeaks .

"On September 30, 1962, while dove hunting a}.onb a brushy ditch bank 2 miles
east of Iaverness (Sunflower County), Mississippi, I observed three (3) Rose~
breasted grosbeaks, One of these individuals made a very striking appearance in .
the bright sunlight when it flew and flashed the salmon-orange underwings toward-{
meo" We He Turcotte

Lo ke





