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; The ReCOLdS Commlttee of the MDS hae just received irom the prmdter 3000
copies of the recent1y~revised field check list of 317 species of living birds
collected or photographed in M1851ssippi. The 4“ x 6" list uses ndmber symbols X
as. follows' . :

1.; Breeding confirmed‘ eggs or young collected or photographed
2, Breeding noted; nest and eggs or young seen, but not. conflrmed
,,3., Largely confined to the coast ,
by Rarely found in the state, or distinctly local

' Families are sepacated by lines.. Nomenclature,and sequence is from the
latest A, 0, U, Check~list, E ; ‘ ' S

, The new 1lSt was compiled by Erskine Gandy, Lovett E. Williams, Jr.,
Miss. Fannye A, Cook, and W, H, Turcotte, Copies are for sale at 3¢ per- copy.,
Order from M. O. S., 111 North Jefferson Street, Jackson 2, Miss1831ppi. R
' i RO

Notes On 1 Vesting Of CeLtain Coast al Bi: ‘“d“ In‘MiSSiSSiQQi |

, During the spring and summer of 1962, Sterling G. Clawson and 1 visited the
islands and mainland of the Mississippi coast to band nestling waterbirds, We
collected some nesting data on birds which may be of interest, 1In the list
.. which follows, the Mottled Duck, Laughing Gull, Common Tern, Royal Tern, and
Sandvich Tern had not previously been reported to nest in Mississippi. ‘Of those
_species, only the Common Tern was a veally rare nester last summer, Though
- already reported to nest in the State, specimens we collected of Least Tern, Gull-
billed Texn, Black Skimmer, and Long-billed Marsh Wren are the first breeding
specimens, Ster 1ing and I were together on nearly every trip afield except vhen
~otherwise stated the £ollowxng rQCOLdS are by both of us,
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Mottled Duck (Anas fulvigula). Since fivst discovering the specles around
Claibormne in 1960, we have never failed to find it with a thorough seavch in that
area, The residents at Ansley, Clalbovne, and Lakeshore are familiax with the
"French duck' and claim to see a few downy young cach sunmer, On 22 April 1962,
ve tramped over the brackish marsh east of Claiborne, flushing several of the
ducks but found no nest, An egg we did find, on a lump of mud without sign of
nest, was fresh and vhen emptied showed no sign of embiryonic development, On
1 July 1962, by pure chance we flushed a Mottled Duck from the grass at Lakeshore
as we stepped from the car, Inspection of the spot revealed a neatly-conotxucted
nest of marsh grass and sedges lined with breast feathers and coantaining seven
nearly white eggs, One egg was taken for the State museum that day and later,
vhen the duck abandoned the nest, the rest of the clutch was taken, Bill Turcotte
emptied the eggs and inforimed me that only one of the eggs showed any embryonic
development,

Cormon Gallinule (Gallinula chloropus). The Common Gallinule is a permanent
vesident in the Lakeshore-Claiborne mat rshes, We saw downy young at Lakeshore in
1960, On & May 1962, Sterling Clawson, Mac Myers, and I checked a clump of bull
rushea at Claiborne where we suspected. the gallinules were nesting and found a

st with two unincubated eggse The epgs were taken for the Game Commission museum.

Laughing Gull (Larus atricilla). During a couversation concerning our banding
activities on Gulf Island National Wildlife Refuge last summer, John Walther, the
refuge manager, told Clawson and me of a colony of gulls and terns on Petit Bois
National Wildlife Refuge which contained, among other specles, a large number of
Laughing Gulls, On 24 June we were joined by Robert W, Skinner of Montgomery on
a banding excursion to Petit Bois, We estimated the gull colony to contain approxie
mately 3,000 pairs spread over about 50 acres near the western end of the island,
We soon found that the young gulls could not be caught in the thick growth of sea
oats in large enough numbers to make banding UOLthWhlle so we spent most of the
day banding in the tern colony nearby on the beach, On 30 June we met Dr, Henry
D, Haberyan and John Walther for a banding visit to the islands and again banded
very few gulls, but we did pick up several abandoned eggs of Laughing Gull to
authenticate their breeding, When we last v1sited the colony, on 18 July, with
Mac Myews of New Orleans, the first of the year's gull hatch was flying while
many fresh eggs were still in the nests,

Gull-billed Tern (Gelochelidon nilotica), At least eleven pairs of Gull-
billed Terns nested (not all successfully) last summer in a skimmer~tern colony
between the mouths of the Pascagoula River, The species had been reported to
nest in this area previously, But a set of eggs we collected there 'on & June is
the first breeding specimen for the JState, None nested in 1962 on the flat east
of Pascagoula where two nests were found and reported (MOS Newsletter 5(4)i1-5)
in 1960, ,

Common Tecn (Sterna hirundo), The Common Tern is a very rare nester any=
where on the Gulf of Mexico, in fact,:I know of only two other reports, Finding
a pair nesting in the skimner-tern colony between the mouths of the Pascagoula
River (about one mile west of the town of Pascagoula) was a distinct surpiise
for Clawson, Haberyan, and me on 14 July, 1962, My attention was first attracted
to the pair by their persioeent prolonged low screechlng, only faintly audible
over the constant yapping of about 200 Black Skimmer residents of the colony, I
quickly recognized the two gray-breasted, orange=billed terns as breeding plumaged
Commons, but considered it only the slightest possibllmty that they were nesting
there. But their plumage and behavior so strongly suggested it that T backed
away to give the birds a chance to settle on their nest, Imnediately one of the

w 18 -




Common Terns dropped beside a nest for a brief inspection, dnd took wing againe
Clawson, Haberyanm, and I watched the adults direct their attention toward the
nest for several minutes, Finally one of the terns settled and incubated the two
eggs for twelve minutes before we frightened it away as we approached the nest to
take photographs. The eggs were not readily distinguishable from those of the -
Forster's Tern, but the nest itself was distinct from a Forster's nest in that it
was 120 feet from the nearest marsh vegetation (or vegetation of any kind) on
sand and contained not one sprig of vegetal matter in its construction. (During
our frequent vigits to the colony last summer, not a single Forster's Tern was
seen, As yet, there is no: record of the. Foister s ever nesting 1n Mississippi )

When the nest was discovered on 14 July, one of the two eggs was pipping.
I hatched the young tern by hand and took the empty shell as a specimen, On
18 July we revisited the nest with Mac Myers and banded the young tern I had
hatched, - The second egg did not hatch, On both visits, we took numerous photo~
graphs, including several comparing the Common Tern eggs with Gull-billed Tern -
eggse Some of these photographs are deposited in the Mississippl Game and Fish
Commission Museum at Jackson,

Least Tern (Sterna albifrons). The Least Tern nests abundantly on the Missis«
sippi coast wherever it can find a suitable place for its nest, In 1960 we report-
ed a large colony east of Pascagoula at Bayou Casotte, The colony contained ‘about. L
400 pairs and was on the bare ground of a recent £ill, As the weedy vegetation :
took hold in 1960, the.area became unsuitable for tern nesting and in 1961 held
very few nests, No terns nested there in the summer of 1962 -~ it appears that
most of that colony moved into the area between the mouths of the Pascagoula River,
The later ‘colony contained around 100 nests in 1961 and increased to over 400
active nests during the summer of 1962, outsizing by far any other Least Tern
colony in Mississippi, Clawson and I banded over 400 young Least Terns in the
Pascagoula colony last summer,

Royal Tern (Thalasseus maximus). About 500 pairs of Royal Terns nested on
Petit Bois Island Refuge last summer in a mixed colony with Sandwich Terns, We
banded a few young on cach visit (24 and 30 June, 18 July), for a- total ‘of over
300, We took tvio addled eggs for the State museun in Jackson on JO June. S

g

Sandwich gggg (ggglasseus gggdvicegggg). The tern colony of ‘Petit Bois held
approximately 2,500 nests of the Sandwich Tern, We banded some each time we visit=
ed the island for a total of over 1,400 during the summer, On 30 June we carried

" with us several addled eggs as evidence of their nesting in Mississippi.

Black Skimmer (Pznchogs nigra). For several years the Black Skimmer has
been known to nest in Mississippi, mainly in the colony between the mouths of che
Pascagoula- River. This year tliat colony held about 150 pairs of sklmmers.v On "
4 June we took a set of eggs for the Game and Fish Commission museum, The only
other colony we know of in Mississippl is a smaller one (50 pairs on 18 July)
near the western end of Petit Bois Island, Skimmers are later nesting than other
'sea birds in Mississippl =~ the first to hatch in tne Pascagoula colony were .
pipping on & June, ‘

Fish Crow (Forvue ossxfraguu). Apparently there is no definite report o£ o
the Fish Crow nesting in Mississippi, though theve is no doubt that it has done -
so for many years, On 12 May we found seven active nests at Pass Christian and =~
another at Bayou Casotte on 4 June, The eight nests were high in. tall pines and
we weré not able to secure a specimen. : . ;




Qong-bille Marsh Vren (Thelmatodytes palustris). The marsh wren, like the
Fish Crow, is a. regula element in the birdlife of coastal Mississippi at all

seasons, but there is no report of its nesting or breeding specimens, From a:
thriving popqlation,of these bivds between the mouths of the. Pascagoula Rive;, we
took a nest with one egg on 12 May and on 23 June we collectvd another nest’ w;th '
four eggse iy ; , . 8

Seaside Sparrow (Aumospiza maritima)e. This bird nestS‘abundantlvaith the
marsh: wrens near Pascagoula, Strangely, though, it is scarce elsewhere on the
coast of Mississippi, e found nests at Pascagoula in the summer of 1961 and
again in71962. Henvy Haberyan and I found one nast containing one egg there on
23 June 1962, Ue noted a somewhat sparse populaulon at Claiborne during May but
did not flnd a nest, ~ S ‘

All speclmens Lakeﬁ'we&e for the Mlséiusippl Game and Fish Commission museum
at Jacksong Lovett Ee Ullllamg, Jre, Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commiu51on,
P, 0. Box 908, Lake City, Flocha.. :

Yok

Mississippi Kites,

On ‘May 27 (Berry) th;ee Misgissfppx Kites weve seen over Pearl River swamp"
along the Natchez Trace. On June 17 and 19 four were seen again near the same
1ocat10n (Madigon County) by Christine Be&ry and Mrs. William G, wills, I,

On June 24, seven Mississippl Kttes were obseLved along the Mississippi Rlver
at Grand Gulf, Claiborne County, Missis SipPl. Christine Berry, 3918 Novth State -
Street, Jachson, Mississippi, : S

debededels
Louisg ana Waterthrush Nestling

On May 27, 1962, at;Rose's-Bluff on the Natchez Trace north of Jackson, Missis-

sippi (Madison County), we saw a Loulsiana waterthrush nestling just out of the :

nest, An adult with food was nearby, Christine Berry and Mrs, William G, Wills,J%, .
Jackson, Mississippi, , : : ITH

Seddede
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Jaeger Bay St. Louis

In the begimning of June, 1962, I found a Jacger by the railroad trestle .
spanning the Bay of St, Louls, UndeL the circumstances, collectlon was impogaible,.
Buford (Mac) Myers, 2104 General Pershing Street, New Orleans 15, Louisiana. a

Sk

Ring Eider Gollected at Pascagoula, Mississi

During the 1960-6l annual duck wing survey conducted by Mr, Sam Carney,
U, S Fish and Wildlife Service, and reported by him, the wing of a Xing Eider,
Somateria spectabilis, was obtained from a bird killed by a hunter, Mre L. M.
Brister, on December 17, 1960, at Pascagoula, Mississippi. The identification
was made by Roxie C, Lajbou;ne, Acting Director, Bird and Mammal Laboratories,
Branch of Research, U, S, Fish and wildlife oervice, ilashington, D, C,, and
concurred in by Thomas D, Buvleigh, The eider wing is in the duck wing survey
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collection, Patuxent Reseavch Center, U, S, Fish and 17ildlife Service, Laurel,
Maryland, e e S - - o S

A request has been made to have the wing placed in the Wildlife theum in
Jackson, Mi051ssippi.” Repoc»ed by Be E. Gandy, 111 No»th Jefferson. Street,
Jachson, Mi031sgippi

Wkt ol B

Glossy Ibis Records for Hancock County, Mississigﬁi,:Coﬁfirmedsf-

o

A specimen of the glossy ibis, Plegidis falcinellus, was collected by
Sterling G, Clawson on May 4, 1962, at Lakeshore in Hancock County, Missigsipnl‘
Earliew (on September 17, 19u0, gga Newsletter, Vol. 5, Ho. 4), Clawson collecte
an inmature specimen of a Plegadis species at Claibowne, Hancock County. Both
the above specimeng were sent to the Bird and Mammal Laborator ies, Us So Fish and
Wildlife Service, Washington, D, C., where the identifications were made by coim~
parisons by Roxie Cs Laybourne. The immature speclmen collected on September 17,
1960, was identified as Plepadls chihi, and the other specimen as falcinellus. -
Rupor ed by Be E. Gandy, 111 Mo Ln Jefneason otLeeL, Jackson, Mis szsuippi. S
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Eking and Summer Gulf Coast lotes

'Two‘ attle egret 8, Ardeola ibis, appeared in the cow pasture of a farm near
Lyman, Mississippi, on 25 April, ‘It had been my hope that ‘these birds would nest
in the vielnity, although nelther showed much change Into breeding plumage, but
they departed 6 May and were not seen subsequently.

A single Loggerhead shrike, Lanius ludovicianus, was banded at the U, S, Fish
Hatchery at Lyman on 31 August 196l, A banded bivd of this species seen at the
fish hatchery 4 May 1962 is presumed to be the same bird,

The first egg of the Least tern, Sterpa albifrons, for this year was noted
on 5 May.

A Stilt sandpipea, Micropalama himantopug, was netted and banded at Guliport
9 May 1962, This is one of the rarer shorebiirds of the Mississippi Gulf Coast,
The banded bird was in full breeding plumage, On the basis of measurements, it
was thought to be a female,

Browm pelicans, Pelecanus occidentalis, are more uncommon than the White
pelican, Pelecanus erythrorhynchos. The former are seen at infrequent intervals
and usually singly whereas the latter aucbering from L to 31 can be seen almost
any day at the mouth of the Pascagoula River., White pelicans are supposed to be
at theilr lowest numbers here duving the summes,

Although not seen in Mississippi, two Sooty terns, Sterpa fuscata, in the
Chandeleur Islands the weeckend of 2~3 June are not too far firom our coast, A
arbled godwit, Limosa fedoa, seen on this trip on 2 June probably represents a
late Spring date for this species in Louisiana,

Gull-billed terns, Gelochelidon nilotica, ave nesting on the mainland on the
Pascagoula River flais. To date 5 nestlings have been banded and several nests
with eggs are still present., A nesting of Common terns (single nest), Stexna
hiruadgo, is also present here, The latter nesting was noted by Lovett Williams on
14 July and confirmed by Sterling Clawson and myself, Three Lesser yellowlegs,
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Totonus flavi eg, in this same area is a somewhat unusual number for tLvs time
of year,

. Two 1mmature Wnlue 1b”g, Guara alba, appeared at the U, S, Fish Hatchery
4 July, They were netted and banded the weekend of 7~8 July and from theix
appearance, especially that of the bill, would appear to have been about 3
wmonths old., Two additional ijmmature White ibis have appeaved in the past week
at the hatchery, but I haven't had an opportunity to try and capture them as
yet, Dr, Henry D, Haberyan, 13 Poplar Clicle, Gulfpori, Mississippi

fededleded

Fleld Notes Important! Send Them In

 —— e

~Notes on field observations of the type reported in this and past
issues of the MOS Newsletter are proving to be of comsiderable value to
. the ornlthology of Mississippi. Records published in the MO3 Newsletter
are being used in the compilation of data for an amnotated “check list of
Mississippi birds, B, E. Gandy, Director of the Wildlife Museum in Jackson,
is p;eparino card files by species from publmsaed data on Mississippi birds,
He is currently working on compilation of card vecords from the MOS Mewsletters
and requests that members continue to send in notes on their observations for
publication in the Hewsletter.

The new field check list has been revised to show what birds have been
recorded in Mississippi and should gtimulate efforts to add nevw species by
collection, Breeding vecords are needed also on several spe01es.
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