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The Mississippi Ornithologi~a1 So<:iety held its al1.nual meeting in conjunctiol1
lvith the annual £.'lississ:l.ppi AcadelllY of Sciences Heeting at 1; 30 P. M., April 23,
1961, on the Mississippi Southern College campus at Hattiesburg. The program
consisted of all interesting account by Sterling G. Clawson on his and Lovett E.
H111iams' activities, observations, an4collections of birds on the coast during
the past year \'1hcreby a number of neu species of birds \vel'e added to the State
bird list. Bill Turcotte nho\'led color slides made last June on a 'ilest Te~cas and
Big Bend National Park vacation trip, also, color slides of horned lark nests
found this April in Ya~ooCounty.

Presentation of the J. H. Tucker Hedal "VIas made jointly to Sterling G. Cla\vson
and Lovett E. Williams for their outstanding contributions to the ornithology of
the s,tateduring 1960-61: First c.oUection records for the state of cattle egret,
glossy ibis, mottled ducl~, black;:·necked stilt, ga1)l.let, parasitic jaeger and first
cpllection.record on the coast of the avocet.

Th~ nominating conunittee appointed by John Phares, President, nominated the
follO\'1ing slate of officers for the ensuing year:

President:
Vice-President;

.Secretary;
Treasurer:

Dr. Henry D. Haberyan, Gulfport
1'1rs. Hill.ia1\1 G. Hills, Jackson
Sterling G. Clawson, Bay St. Louis
J;!:rskine Gandy, Jackson

Those present voted to submit to the membership by mail ballot a ppopo~al to
provide :20ra life membership upon payment of $25.00 dues. The slate of officers
nominated will be voted on by mail alsp, .sitice there ~1as not a quorum of members
present at the meeting.

An aU..day field tripon Saturday, April 29, started from Bay St. Louis at
6: 00 A. M. lqe visited the beach areas south to Clermont Harbor and fresh "Vlater
marsh areas near Lakeshore. The afternoon trip began from the old yacht .basin at
Gulfport, and we visited several areas in Jackson County. Highlights of ~he day!s
observations "Vlere mottled ducks at Ansley Marsh and Porter Chemical Plant at



Bayou Casotte; eleven whimbrels on a filled-in marsh we6t of the E. Pascagoula
River; 5 cattle eGrets (Bayou Casotte Ar ..la), and sandhill Ci:anes after sundoun on
an area north of Fontainebleau.

In general, the trans-Gulf migrants have been quite numerous on the coast
this spring. As usual, 't'le have "barren" periods when the weather is fine and the
winds predominate from the South, but after cold fronts and during periods of
unsettled 't'leather the area may be "S\>lalilped" ~vith migrants, Probably the best such
period occurred in this area 6 - 8 April ~'1hen the follo't'ling species 't'mre noted at
Belle Fontaine:

Beach: vfuite-eyed vireo
Red-eyed vireo
Yellow-throated vireo
Parula vlarbler
Yellow-throated warbler
Black andvn1ite warbler
Cerulean v'1arbler
Hyrtle vlarbler
Common yel1m'lthroa.t
Northern ';vatei:thrush
Tennessee warbler
Hooded uarbler

.Horm-eating 'Vlarbler
Blue-winged warbler
Golden-winged warbler
Yellmv vJarblel:.~

American redstart
Ovenbird
Prothonotary warbler
Surnmer tanager
Scarlet tanager
Blue grosbeak
Itldigo bunting
Hood thrush.
Swainson's thrush
Ruby-throated hummingbird
Bewick's wren .
House v'lren
Cedar vva:cvlings
Hhite pelican (29)
The usual sunrruer residents

The first arrival of the Least tern Sterna albifrons consisted of a single
bird 10 April with 17 being found two days-Ia~r. They have steadily increased
in numbers and are very abundant as, I am sure the £.108 field trip noted 29 April.

Another "~'1ave'l of trans-Gulf migrants descended upon us 14 - 16 April, but I
am unable to give local details for I v'1as in Dauphine Island, Alabama, at the time,

My notes Hith respect to departures a1"e not yet complete since there are still
occasional ~vinter birds in the area. ~rieny, Oldsqual;'1, 9~~.££.1!. !l¥em~l!!, v'lere
seen as late as 3 May (7 birds) and may still may be in the area for I have not
been able to check their usual areas the past few days. No Lesser scaup, ~t~a
!!Jini~, have been seen since 2 Nay, but here again cannot be "v·jritten off" for
this year. Red-breasted mergansers, tleE£H~ ~£rrat9~, were scen on the same date.
A few Common goldeneye, ~~~h~l~ £!E~l~, are still abo~t. Herring gulls, Laru~

argenta~, Ring-billed gulls,~.£.~flJ??!=ensl:2~, are greatly diminished in
numbers, but are not uncormuon. An occasional Bonaparte's gull, ~~ Rhiladelp!~~a,
can be found. .

Marbled godwits (9) 14~ f~~ were noted on the beach in front of the old
Gulfport Yacht Building on the East pier at Gulfport 28 April. There was heavy
human traffic on the beach and these birds remained in the area for only about an
hour.

A nest of Sandhill crane,~~a~~j~, has been located in south Jackson
County. This nest contai.ns two eggs, each of vlhich mev.suresabout 10 em in
greatest d:l.mension. This nest 't'1i11 be re"visited 7 May 1961, but I would not be at
all surprised to find that the eggs have hatched. Dr. Henry'D. Haberyan, Gulfport



Two male Eastern Painted Buntings seen at Clairborne in Hancock County.
Mottled Duck collected from marshes at Clairborne in Hancock County.

Three Upland Plovers seen in pasture along State Highway 53 in the southern
part of Pearl River County. Specimen collected.

l!'lock of seven Old-Squaws seen in surf near Yacht Club at Gulfport, Harrison
County.

Large gathering of gulls containing about 250 Herrings and 50 Ring-billeds
observed on beach across from Veterans l{ospitalat Mississippi City, Harrison
County,

A single Black-necked stilt. ~'1as observed and collected at a rain pool along
road about one mile north ·0£ the H. K. Porter Chemical Plant, Bayou Casotte,
Jackson County"

nlree Cattle Egrets observed in a pasture along State road 661 near Bayou
Casotte, Jackson County"

Large number of Least Terns seen flying over fill area at Bayou Casotte,
Jackson County" Sterling G. Clawson, Bay St. Louis

Lovett E. tlilliams and Sterling G. Clawson listed 98 species in coastal
areas from West Pearl River to BayoQCasotte Apea in Jackson County over the
week-end May 5 - 7. Notes of particular interest are: May 5, 1961: West Pearl
River, 1/2 mile south of U. S. 90 • brackish marsh; large number (hundreds) of
long-billed marsh '\vrens singing. One yello'\l-throated '\'1urb1erin cypress tree
singing. May 5; ~~~,1eLui~ - Bonaparte's gull (2) and Turnstone (2).
May 5; ~e~shor<;..a His.sissiI?P.1 - fresh 'Vlater ponds and marsh: Duck hawk (1), purple
gallinule (12), common gallinule (8), King Rail (2)vlith 3 large 8" high dmvny
young; gull billed tern (1); least bittern (7). All above by Lovett E. Williams
alone. Nay 7; fl~idp~~_Mississi.E.E.~ - fresh and brackish marsh, Juncu..s, etc ...
Clapper railneots: 1 with 1 egg; 1 with 6 eggs; 1 with 7 eggs destroyed by
predator; 1 ~1ithunknovlU number eggs destroyed by predator; Cottmlongallinule (8);
Mottled duck (3); Blue-winged teal (2); Least Bittern (5); Short-billed marsh wren
(1); Blue grosbeak (1); Bay St. Louis - Baltimore Oriole (1); ~scatl0u~a.~e~:

Long-billed curlew (1); 'Hhite rtnuped sandpiper (5); Sora (1); Whimbre1 (10);
Sharp-tailed sparrow (15); Duck hauk (1 specunen collected); Long-billed marsh
wren (50); ~Y.9.u Casoj:..~.E~..§) ~Jhite rumped sandpiper (2); Cattle egret (8);
Mottled duck (3); Pass Christian Area: 4 Snowy Plovers and ! young~ (§~orfs
Note: No previous breeding record of this species on the mainland although
BUrleigll and others record it as breeding on the Mississippi coastal islands. No
details as to size of young). Lovett E. Williauls and Sterling G. Clawson
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Green HBron
Yellow-crm-med night heron'
Ghuck~wil1s-widow

Nightha~'lk

*Prothonotary warbler
IJorm""eating wat'bler

*Golden-winged warbler
*Blue-winged warbler

Tennessee vlarbler
Nashville vlarbler
Cerulean warbler

~'~Blackburniall ~varbler

Chestnut-sided 't'1arbler

4/17
4/14
4/22
4/18
4/22
4/21
4/22
4/23

, '4/18
4/17
l~/23

4/23
'4/2,2

Prairie vlarbler
Kentucky warbler
Redstart warbler
scarlet tanager
SUmmer tanager

'*Rose-breasted' grosbeak
Catbird
Orchard or,iole
Baltimore oriole
HUfumingbird

*Indigo bunting
Yellow-billed Cuckoo

4/25
4/20
4/23
4/16
4/14
4/22
4/22
4/19
4/20
4/18
4/16
4/25

I checked only one habitat, thus a large number of these aren't as
early as normal. Temperatures 7,8 degrees below normal until 4/19, above
normal to 4/26. Leaves heavy after 4/19, Migrants appeared in numbers,
feedin$ in lieavyfoliage. 011 svlarming mosquitoes. Oliver F, Irwin,

.1789 Gienvievl lwenue, .lY1emphis 14, Tennessee,
*Rcported earlier by "TOS" members on dates shovm,

2/26

2..28

*2/28

*3/5
3/26
3/28

3/29
4/5
4/5,
4/7

Purple martin and tree
st-1allo~vs

American egret,2 (Leg~on

Lake, 3 miles south of
Rosedale)

Barn Sv,allo~, 3' (On levee,
2 miles south of Rosedale)'

Suramer Tanager
Chimney S~'lift

Little Blue Heron 3 (Legion
Lake)

Black andWhi.te I'1ar.bler
Prothonotary Warbler
Yellow-breasted chat
Redstart 2 (Roseda~e

Hunting Club

4/7
4/12
4/14

4/15
4/15'
4/18
4/21
4/22
4/23,

Catbird
Painted Bunting
Green Heron 2 (\'Jillow slough 4

miles south of Rosedale) ,
Indigo Bunting
Qrchard and Baltimore Oriole
Crested Flycatcher
Hooded Warbler
Dickcissel
Sl10WY Egret

sammie Dctnnn:, Rosedale, Mississippi

EJ,tremelyearly for these species. No details
given on these observations,

~~Editor's Note:_..- ~,~

llliJ t e PeJ~!2! - !}ili..Y.'!F,CQ.E.ll.~.x.

Tw'enty..eight (23) ~lhite pelicans \vere observed by Rickie Cheatham.
Rosedale, Mississippi, on ~~y 20, 1961, at Logion Lake, 5 miles south
of Rosedale and reported by sarMaie Danna, Rosedale.



Clarence E. liorgan, Jr., reports three upland plovers observed in a
pasture on April 12, 1961, about 5 ultles east of Kosciusko, Mississippi,
the first of this species observed by him,

The first record of a cattle egret (recorded previously from all three
coastal counties) outside of the coastal counties was established by Sterling
G, Claw'son vlith an adult specimen collected May 8, 1961, south of Poplarville,
Pearl River County, at Savannah on State Highway 53. This is about 30 miles
north of the previous Hancock County records, The specimen was deposited in
the state museutn for mounting,

Mr. A. M. Gill, Clinton, Mississippi, reported on April 22, 1961, seeing
a King Rail in his yard near a marshy pond with a brood of 8 small black
chicks about the size of day-old bantam hen chicks.

!Lorned J,.~ark }3.Ee'Ldi.n.B.,~corilstabllsJl~L1:.ll...Yazoo £9.!!l~

The two horned lark nests found and photographed near Holly Bluff,
Mississippi, and reported in the last issue of MOS Newsletter produced
4 eggs each. Both sets of eggs were collected and deposited in the
museum collection by W. H. Turcotte and John H. Phares. Collection dates
were April 9 and April 13, 1961. v~lT

A barn swallow nest containing 4 young capable of flight was located
May 30, 1961, in a double concrete box culvert under Highway 45-W at its
intersection with Highway 14 about one mile north of Louise, Mississippi,
Humphreys County, Both parent birds ,.,ere in flight about the nest and very
noisy when the nest was approached. They were apparently the darker form,
not the paler coastal race. One young bird was collected for museum specimen.

This is the southernmost knovffi breeding record in Mississippi, Vaiden
(conservation May 30) reported finding previously a small colony nesting at
an old dam site on Big Sunflower River in southeastern Washington County,
Ben Coffey has reported barn s~Jallows nesting under bridges in north Missis
sippi north of l'1inona. The above record e~'tends the known breeding range
southward by about 30 miles.

An old nest, probably from last year, was found under the same culvert
at the opposite end. W. H. Turcotte
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