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Cq£l,'t!e!s Bird, S£qunE - Jackson Area

Participating in the 61st CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT on January 2, 1961, were the
following persons: Miss Christine Berry, B. E. Gan~, John H. Phares, W. H.
Turcotte, and Mrs, W. G. Wills, Jr.

The count was taken within a fifteen-mile diameter circle centering at the
intersection of Berry and Gault Street. in Jackson, Mississippi. The area of ob
servation was approximately 10 percent decidupus bottomland, 10 percent hardwood
upland, 4 p~reent pine forest, 18 percent coni£er~ and hardwoods, 5 percent parks
and cemeteries, and 40 percent open land, p8etu~e, and weedy fields, 3 percent
wooded lakes, 4 percent open lakes, 1 percent marsh, and 5 pe~cent residential
area.

The five observers on this count were divided into two parties, starting at
1:00 A. M. and concluding at 5:00 P. M. They totaled 20 party hours .. 14 hours on
foot, 6 hours in car .. and traveledl21 party-miles - 6 on foot, 115 by car.

The total of 13,958 individuals included: Pied-billed Grebe, 13; Great Blue
Heron, 4; Wood Duck, 2; Lesser Scaup 119; Ruddy Duck, 13; Turkey VUlture, 5; Dlack
Vulture, 13; Red-tailed Hawk, 3; Red-shouldered Hawk, 3; Marsh Hawk, 1; Sparrow
Hawk, 9; Bobwhite, 13; Killdeer, 29; Ring-billed Gull. 1; Mourning Dove, 23; .
Belted Kingfisher, 4; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 33; Pileated Woodpecker, 1; Red
b~11ied Woodpecker, 9; Red-headed Woodpecker, 35; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 19;
Downy Woodpecker, 8; Eastern Phoebe, 2; Blue Jay, 43; Couanon Crow, 36; 'ish Crow,l;
Carolina Chickadee, 36; Tufted Titmouse, 34; ~ite·breasted Nuthatch, 1; Brown
headed Nuthatch, 13; Brown Creeper, 10; Winter Wren, 4; Carolina wren, 16; Mocking
bird, 31; Brown Thrasher, 26; Robill, 11; Hermit Thrush, 9; Eastern Bluebird, 4;
Golden-erowned Kinglet, 37; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 28; Water Pipit, 1; Cedar
WaxWing, 7; Lo8lerhead Shrike, 21; Starling, 1650; Solitary Vireo, 1; Orange
crowned Warbler, 3;·MJrtleWarbler, 20; Pine Warbler, 6; Yellowthroat, 3; House
Sparrow, 169; Eastern Meadowlark, 90; Red-Winged Blackbird. 125; Rusty Blackbird,
10; Common Grackle. 9550; Brown-headed Cowbird, 50; Cardinal, 73; Purple Finch. 3;
American Goldfinch. 21; Rufous-sided Towhee, 49; Savannah Sparrow, 13; Slate
colored Junco, 22; Field Sparrow, 36; White-throated Sparrow, 1275. Pox Sparrow•.3.
swamp Sparrow, "34; Sona Sparrow. lSI

As you may recall 9 members counted 78 species on the same date last year.
Birds counted on January 2. 1960. but not found January 2. 1961, are: Common
Earet. 2; Mallard. 8. Ring-necked Duck, 10; Bufflehead, 3; iUnerican Coot, 1.
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Common Snipe, 2; Great-horned OWl, 1; Burrowing Owl, 1; Barred Owl. 4; Hairy
Woodpecker, 2; Say's Phoebe. 1; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 3; Bewick's Wren, 1;
LeConte's Sparrow. 1; Vesper Sparrow, 12; Chipping Sparrow, 6.

Birds counted this year but not in 1960: Ring-billed Gull, 1; Fish Crow, 1;
Sol~tary Vireo; 1; Orange-crowned Warbler, 3. Compiled by B. E. Gandy

Winterin& C!tbipd

Several weeks after the migration peak of Catbirds I saw a lone bird in my
yard on nwnerous occasions. During the busy Christmas season I did not have a
chance to look at, or for anything p but the kitchen stove: But last Sunday
~January 8), B~dford and I watched a Catbird make several flights onto the window
sill in the living room. Since my screens are on the inside, I am wondering if
::he bird thought its reflection was another his(or her) kind. At any rate. this
must be a wintering bird. a nice visitor to have: Ethel Floyd, Gulfport. Miss.

A~ditional Birds ~~ Yazoo-Missls2ippi Delta - By M. G. Vaiden

This is the twelfth paper in a series. Ten papers have been published in the
Migrant. This is the second in Occasional ·Papers.

Continued appreciation goes to Dr. Alexander Wetmore and Mr. Thomas Burleigh
~or assigning birds to subspecies. All birds collected are in the collection of
Mo G. Vaiden, Rosedale, Mississippi.

Eastern Piping Plover, CharadriuB m. melodus. .Two specimens were secured .
AuguQt 30, 1960. from a sandbar. One of the spectmens was an adult male; sex
organs were destroyed in the other. Burleigh secured only one bird from the Gulf
coast of Mississippi.

Black-bellied Plover, S9ua~arola 8Quatarola. Two specimens were secured
OCtober 8, 1960, for the first collections north of the Mississippi Coast. Both
birds were adult males. Burleigh found this bird common on the Mississippi Gulf
coast.

Hudsonian Curlew (Whirnbrel). Nurqen!!!! phaeopus hudson~. Prior to this collec..
tion on August 29. 1960. the species had been observed only twice in north Missis
sippi. The bird taken was an adult male and very fat. Burleigh found this bird
very seldom on the Coast and collee.ted only ona specimen•

.American Knot (Sandpiper), Ca!idt~$ canutys~. On August 29, 1960. two of
these beautiful birds were taken. Both were adult males. and very fat. Burleigh
collected three on the Coast in eight years of intensive collecting" This is our
first observ.ation in forty... tl\lo years of collecting in this area.

Baird's Sandpiper. Eroli~ ba;rdii. This bird proved to be plentiful this fall
during the greatest of our shore bird migration. Six specimens were taken. Ray
and"Vaiden collet:ted this species for the first collection in Mississippi
OctOber 14, 1937, from the sandbar$ Burleigh saw and collected only one from
the Coast of Mississippi.
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Interior Short-billed Dowitcher, l~mnodrom26 sriseus, hendersont. An adult female
of this species was taken August 29, 1960, from the' sandbar. There is no pubUshlll't
ad record of this subspecies hav,ing been secur~d, i~ this' state.

Buff-breasted Sandpiper, TEYUg~t!~£gp~ico!11~~, This species became common
, during the migration and eight specimens werese;curad. Forty-two birds were seen
in two flocks on one day. These areehe first specimens taken north of the coast
of Missiasippi. Burleigh secured on~ bird,Qnthe Coast •. From August 29 to
Septembel: 17, these birds appeared daily.

American Avocet~ Recurvirostra 4wericana. On October 22, 1960. a single specimen
of, th,1s beautiful bird was taken.. It is a male in good plumage. This is the
second oollection in this county~Burlei8h failed to collect a specimen on the
Coast.

Yukon Western Wood Pewee, £ontopu!. so!"di9ulus velie;. Alan Feduccia located this
bird on Jones Bayou, at Clevelan9" September 10, 1960. It is an immature female.
The bird was sent to U. S. Nat,ionsl Museum where Dr. Wetmore and Tom Burleigh
aSQigned the ,bird tQ the subspecies given here. ~e can find no record of this
bird haVing been taken east of ',western Texas.

Newfoundland Hermit Thrush, Hylocich1a ~ttata cFXffiophila. On April 16, 1960,
an adult female of this. species :was taken at Old River Lake and was assigned to
this subspecies by Thomas Burleigh. I can find no record of this form having
been:secured in Mississippi. '

Northern Black-throated Blue Warbler, pendrois!..£• .5l!.!~!!1j.~scens. On OCtober 21,
1960, an immature female of ~hiB species "'1as taken on Jones Bayou. The bit'd was
located by Alan Feduccia andw8s collected later by the writer and Feduccia. It
'is the tirst specimen taken no~th of the Mississippi coast. Burleigh iound the
bird very rare on the Coast.

Western Yellowthroat~ Geothl~p~s s-richas 2ccideetal!~. A specimen sent to
Dr. Wetmore was assigned to this subspecies. The bird was taken February 19,
1956, at Boles Lake. This subspecies has not been taken in Mississippi other
than one specimen by Thomas Burleigh from the Coast.

western Grasshopper Sparrow, ~~~amus ~. 2erpallidu~. This species was taken
April I, 1954, at Legion Lake. It was assigned to this subspecies by Dr. wet
more. Tom Burleigh collected a specimen on tbe M~ssissippl coast•

. Without the great assistance of Alan Feduccia, Billy Smith-Vaniz, and
Edgar Grissom, my collection of birds would not reach the quota of rare birds
for this area that it now has acquired•. These young men give me an extra six
pairs of eyes, legs, and hands. For their ages, there are no other boys to
compare with them in the Southern States; they know the birds. From Missis§ipe~ \
12!tt,E!, !ifSural.;!"st~·" ~au~. Qccasion!! f!RSQh y'o~. 1, No.2. December 15, 1960.
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~omeMissiBsippi CoastObs~,r,vatioll!, by Alan Feduccia

,', on April 30, 1960, Dr. R. A. Carlton, Dr. H. J. Jacob, myself, and the Delta
State College field zoology cl~8s invaded the Gulf coast region of Mississippi.
Dr~ Jacob collected botan~cal specimens, Dr. Carlton and the class collected
marine forms, while the writer collected birds for the Delta State College museum.
The following are accoullts of somE! of the r4rities seen on the Gulf coast at
Ocean Springs,Mississippi, and Deer I~land.

Whi.te Pelican (!il!ecanus erxthrorl,lynch2!). Two birds of this species were observed
flying near Dee~.Island on 4pril 30, 1960. During the eight-year period that
Burleigh spent. cn the Mississippi- coast, he observed this species only once. On
OCtober 20, 1940, he saw a flock containing sixind1.viduals in the harbor at
Gulfport, Mississippi. It is possible that a storm with strong southeast winds
on the night of April 29, .1960, was responsible for the appearance of these two
birds on April 30•.

Man-o'-War-Bird (Fre8~~ magpif1ee~!>. The occurrence of four Man-o'-War~Birds on
April 30, 1960, was probably due to the storm on the previous night. These four
birds were seen flying low over the Gulf near Ocean Springs, Mississippi.
Burleigh'~ earliest record for this species on the coast was twelve birds seen at
Gulfport,_ Mississippi, on May 6, 1941, after three days of strong southeast winds.

Hudsonian Curlew (N~~~ Jthaeopuf). Two birds of this species were seen in the
salt marshes on Deer Island, on April 30, 1960. Burleigh observed the Hudsonian

.Gurlew at ~nfrequent intervals during the spring on Deer Island.

\-.'hite~rlUllpec;l Sandpiper (f{;:glJ~ fusctcotl1Ji). A male of this species was taken in
the salt marshe$ on ;Peer Island, on April 30, 1960. The bird was feeding with a .
grcup of about 10 Least Sandpipers, and 15 Semipalmated Sandpipers. The preserved
specimen 1s in the collection of M. G. Vaiden.

Blac~ Tern (ghlidonias Niger). One Black Tern was observed near Ocean Springs, on
April 30, 1960. The Black Tern is a rather scarce transient in the spring on the
Mississippi coast.

Cnbot's Tern (That~sseus sand~!cens~). A female of this species was taken in the
G'.:l£ near Deer Island, on April 30, 1960. The Cabot t sTern 18 the least cornrnon of
t:1e terns occurring on the Micsissippi coast. The preserved specimen is in the
Delta State College research collection.

Literature Cited:

Burleigh, Thomas D., 1944. l'P.~. Birr,!! Li!e .Q1~ Gulf Coast g~.a!2!l .2! ~~t.ssipei.

Qcp~~. ~!2'L! ~D ~., Louisiana State University, 20: 324-490

Delta Naturalists' Club~ Oc~~~ional Papers, Vg1. 1, !2. ~.

£AiistlD!§. Count. Bayou Cad~x (.tl~ncock Countx.), Q,ecember ll. 12..~

At the last minute, I decided to make a one-man count at Bayou Caddy. I
didn't expect a large list with just one observer since I had not tried a full
fledged count there before. I got 102 species which is just what I expected --
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l~t 'justc,:Juld, not cOver enough gI'l>und to get all the ,common spec,tea. thave en
closed a list, with species checked. Also,' on the card you willse. "0,,·1 S marked
afeer certain8pec~e8,_. these'are species which I have seen there this winter and
know to be CClUIltlon but missed on the coUlit. A college student here 1n New Orleans
naaned Sidne)" Gauthreau has spent quite a bit of 'time b1rdingaround'Lakeshore. He
k'nows were to find about a dozen additional species which are'permanentresidenta
!t~••re. Altogether,I'm sure that 3 to 5 part'ies can turn up a list of over 135
'~1e.; or possibly 140 there.! 8III'making arrangements now for a 'count ther'e

"nextyearand:b&ve promise of 30r 4 parties from New Orleans. I hopG that 1 Will
''''be around 'tun. atid £ti111expect that' tWill. \I1e.bould have a 800d count.. t

hope "tb'atsCllli8l of the Jaokson people 'w:Ul plan tOicosae. We will ,tart talking it
up next year well in advance.

~. ~:. ..' . . ., ,'(

t'.s 'On"'the Cameron. Louisiana, count last week. We got 153 species. 1 had
a boattr1palld got ,110. By far. that is the best I've ever done from a boat.
T~ interesttng species I had include 130 Roseate Spoonbills, Harris Sparrow,
01de'qu~w~Reddi8hE8ret.Short.earedOwl,and Vermillion Flycatcber•. Newulan had
~aou8hl.gledHawk. ,'The day after the count I collected a black buteo which
;~n, ..nd·Lowe1"Y (who were with me) could not identify. They have the specimen.

,.. •.. , , .,' ·'-··f··t·;,

Another Count was made at Venice. Louisiana. Two parties (stdGauthreau and
~self~th JchnDe~~e of the Refuge) got 132 speCies. Sid collected an Ash
tbroate~'Fl~~atcher'; The,.have~a lot of waterfowl down that way_

The 1iStiof species observed on the above Bayou Caddy Chrtatmas oount follow.«F fol16w~ngname :Lndicates species commonly Been thb winter but, m:f.8sed on the
CO\t1!t): Loon{CC'lmmon; Grebe, Horned; Grebe, Pied-billed; Cormorant, Double-cr.;
r.\;fi..'c::n"Gr;ee.t Bitt'.:!,;, Heron,L1.ttle Blue (0) j Egret, COttlCIOnj Egret, Snowy; Heron,
L?u1stan.~'; Hero\~'t Sl.-cr. Night (0); Goose, Snow (0); Goose, Blue (0); Mallard (0);
tuck, ,1U;ack '(0); Duck', Mottl.ed (0); Gadwall; Pintail (0); Teal, Green-w•• Teal,
altle.'W~·;:;Wtd&eon, A1Ill~rican; Shoveler (0); DUck, Wood; Redhead; Duck, R1:n8-n••
Sc:_up,t;Les'se1t;Ooldetteye, cOIiImOb; Bufflehead. Lovett E. Williams, New orleans, La.
(Continued on Page 7)
Q~8~ U2te,

1 have gained the impression that the diving birds and shore bir~8 are more
n~erous this fall than last and believe that ducks are also somewhat more abun
d~nt, ~~thoughl~. John Walther informed me that his census work indicates the

"@cksto 'be ',a1:>out the same numerically as last year.
;""":1>,'·· '.. ',' ~ !. ,:. r /'::'( ,. .

$p••:H.f£o"i~ttems'which may be of .inteteet are:
1 • ,.!i ~ . ,

", Tw<f Rarlan , 8 ,~awk8 l!ut~ !1!r.!!si near the city dump of Gulfport on 12
N'OVetnbtn:. WIlen Ur.t observed these birds were sitting on separate. dead pine

, 11'tr~e8 and I thought they were melantstic', Red-tailed hawks. but when one £1e\'1 and
the whitish taU came into view the true identification becf:llnG apparent. The
dietal portion of the tail \~S mottled ve~y heavily with black. 80 1 am confident
of the identification of one of these birds. The other buteo was .ome distance,
away and did not fly so my identification of this hawk is unconfirmed in my mind.
The birds were not .een subsequently on several visits to the area over a period
of a week or more.

Bonaparte's gulls L!£u~ 2hiladeleh~p first appeared in the Gulfport area
OD 10 DeQembe~ this year.

- s ..



· '"' On',li5 ;De«;EUQher",4\ flo,ck of ~8 'l,)ld~squaw due\(, Clanasla !!temalis. ~re diseovttrea
.'abOUt', 100 'yat'd,of~$hore1nMissi~$ipp~Spund opp,ostte tfle Gulf 6,oast Military
A¢~)Ij.! iWhen'·firstiseenthe biJ;4~t w,e1;'e closely bunchecion the water and were
iap~nd.y.' feedtnSi ony4 ,scho~l o.f:;£:I:$h "for they wo~lddive alld~~eJse£rom the,'

i'rwa~q!l's:a'bunch:.r.Tlteb:iX1<1Scou'ldnotbe countedwhUe on the water" but only
,,;'.whElQ;I'itheYiJ:fleW.'y:Ident1fic.tion.isl>ased upon the white, piebalq app,earAnce "of the
, b~s:,:oa,ehe~:.ter, .d1n ;flight,:theblack and white bodies with bl~\ wings as

we;~';'!.G .~nta~r,'of'fligbt: (lQ,WilVet:', the water ~'l~t~l,wa,ny) 'tw18t~and~rn8pro...;
,j~~·&\;\.;t~t~~Elf'f'Gctm.th th.,?hrtlaflbs ::~nd bAlc4s\~PPear:Lng al~ernately)~ '.Ch~"
f~ ..W.i?tu~j,fo~(ovet' !"~l:f. 1l0QJ: both;'9A t1),~':iWl1ter4nd ~,n, fl:l.iht i.,9,n's,eve~~1

.';~~tU.o_ Q$1ltIat',iBaI141!scoWb;,I:40Qa:tqe1i :~~is, ;;~~ke"a.p<>'s~,tive lde~t~f,1ca~ion,•. ,

8.S ·;ft.'$blv.~',\~ .!!!.
, ,,~~~~!"t~} ,.. "j,:_::":~~,,', -;.' i:',;;,g "::"\;~""'_ ! 1

Birds that a.-ce news to the,No,x:tb~ Purple Sandpiper, Battle Creek, Michigan;
Snowy ~l~, llough'''legged Hawks, Red",crossbUls. White-winged Crossbills, all very
n_rou$\'at *'1j4uette, Mich1gan;'S:"1~Jl\U\t~ngs,aeq,..qrQssbil1s,yery nwn,flrouB at
Quincy, lllinoi.; snowy Owls at Boston. Long Island, Cincinnati, Ohio. all of the
b1.r~$1llo't'e,c:~~,('waeks. Nashvillellad ,Snowy ,OWl, last week. I discovered ~not"
Btl~t:f.hgf()t'a,,,1fl1trstM(~mphi8record11/2 to' 11/7/60, individual in fall plWnage.

'We are lool'~ing,for Snowy Owls , 'Cro8sbills and Rough-legged llawks e 'In hackbet'd.~8,
boxield&r,~\a8~J;eavedmaple ~..·e are looking for eveninG grosbeaks. A Palm warbl,er

'w"sJ~'couQ~id)OllitheChristrnas census l2./26/40,. Contr1bQted by OU.ver F,. Irwin,
~Phis~'Vte~"~e

,Ii: ;-ff~,;:,~'~'./r' ' ,{,;: ,"::'." " ~£ __ ;~'~:;'r;"'-"l -,

'.~***'
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Lovett E. Williams and Sterling G. Clawson observed. 7 Black-necked stilts
on the filled-tn-marsh grounds of a ehemical plant east of Pascagoula on Bayou

ie,"sotte, Jackson County, on Septembe,: 24, 1960. An immature specimen, collec.ted
i', "·WWilU.ams on September 24 is in the Game and Fish Connnission museum collection•
.!)@"i:~!er.lina,Clawso1\ observed 4 stilte in the same area again on October 1. Two .......

'; '. "~4B". lat~r QOue were observed by Clawson in the same area.
T(;

"Jif'-'t188Ed'gs08!

",' A flingle white-fronted goose was observed at the edge of the marsh immediately
....~. ofllerou.Bay, Hancock County, by, Sterling G. Clawson and Lovett E.. W1.11iams OIl
J.~ary 15, 1961. The bird was in flight at a distance of 100 yards and positively
~~~ti~£ed a. this species.

;,~,: ~l(,;';'i .

• Q.~·SPI1!stld liU.t PiW8Q91a

-'" '\. Lo~ett E.' Williams and Sterling G. Clawson observed and cotlected (by
Mr.-~iltiams),an inauatureGlaucous GUll on January 14, 1961, in an area 801uth of
:the L &N' Railroad and 1nlmediately west of the East Pascagoula River in J81~kson

..·.'COUl1t3f. "This.ing1e specimen Will among a large number of Herring and R:f.ng'·b:l.llecl
.' guth and constitutes the first known collection record for the state. BU1':leigh

··... ·'i' ·t~'o~daa sinsle eight record for this species at Gulfport on December 22. 1941,
,J,·\~.rk ~rd .iUI..21.shi 5i!1U. C2!tt Refsi911.:.;' *****

. "
List, of ftpecies observed on Bayou Caddy 'Christmas count (continued from p8.8;e 5)
Y..~.ns.T. Ho~d. Merganser, Red-breasted; Vulture, Turkey; Vulture, Black; HaWk ..
Shatp-sh1n; a.~k.. Cooper's; Hawk, Red-tailed; Hawk, Red-should; Hawk, Marsh; Hawk,
Spatrow. Bobwh1te;Rail, King; RaU. Clapper; Rail, Virginia (0); Sora; Gallinule,
COOIII1()n; Coot.~rican; Plover, Semipa1ui; Plover. Piping; Killdeer; Plover, Black
beJ.lted; Turnstone, Ruddy; Snipe, Common; Sandpiper, Spot. (O).Willet (0); Yellow
le~~, Gr~4t (0), Yel1owlegs, Lesser (0); Sandpiper, Least (0); DunUn; DoW:ltche~.
Sbo.~t...b(O); S4tldpiper, Semipalmated, Sandpiper, Westeen (0). 8anderU.1\3; Oull,
1l••t1.ng; GUll, Ring-biUed: Gull, Laughing; Gull, Bonaparte's; Tern, Forste.l:'S;
Tem,] Common (0); Tern, Royal (0); Tern, Caspian; Sldmmer, Black (0); Dove,
Mo",t'q;1.ng. Owl, Bal:'1\ (0); Owl, Screech (0); Owl, Great Horned (0); Owl, Barred (0);
Kiftg~1sher, Belted; Flicker, Yellow-sh.; Woodpecker, Pileated (0). Woodpecker,
Red-balHed; Woodpecker, Red-headad; Sapsucker II Yellow-b.; Woodpecker, Hairy;
W~<St»Gckef, DoWDy; K:lngbird, Westetn; Phoebe, Eastern; Swallow, Tree; Jay» Blue;
Crow, COIImon; Crow, Fish (0); Chi(~kadee, Carolina; Titmouse, Tufted; Nuthatch,
B~own...h4llad.ed; Creeper, Brow; Wren, House: Wren, winter; Wren, Carolina; ,Jren»
LOO$~b.Marsh; Wren, Short-b. Marsh; MOckingbird, Catbird (0); Thrasher, Brol~l;
Robin; Thrush, Hermdt (0); Bluebird, Ea8tel~; Gnatcatcher, Blue-g.; Kinglet,
Golden-cr.; Kinglet, Ruby-crowned; Pipit, Water; Wa~~ing, Cedal:' (0); Shrike,
L08gerhead; Starling; Vireo, Solitary; Warbler, Orange-er.; Warbler, Myrtle;
Warbler, Pine; Warbler, Palm; YeUowthroat; Sparrow, House; Meadowlark, East .. ;
Bl~ckb1rd, Red-Winged; Grackle, Boat-t.; Grackle, Common; Cowbird, Brown-h. (0);
Card~nal; Finch, Purple (0); Goldfinch, Am.; Towhee, Rufous-s.; Sparrot~, Savannah;
Sparrow, Sharp....taUed; Sparrow, S~Hulide; Sparrow, Veater (0); Junco, Slate-col.(O);
Spat't'ow. CM.pping (0) ~ Sparrow, Field; SparJ:ow, White-throated; Sparrow, Smamp;
Spat*,pw. S0118
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