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2010 MOS WINTER MEETING 
February 26-28 

George Payne Cossar State Park, Enid Lake, MS 
 

George Payne Cossar State Park is located 5 miles east of I-55 off MS Hwy 32 between Grenada 
and Batesville. Cossar is a 982 acre park situated on a peninsula-like arm jutting into Enid Reservoir. 
Cossar has 13 cabins, 84 camping pads, visitor’s center, and nature trails. Call 662-623-7356 for 
information. If there are no vacancies at the park nearby Batesville has motels right off I-55. Call Comfort 
Inn at 662-563-1188; Day’s Inn at 662-563-4999; Hampton Inn at 662-578-5555.  REGISTRATION FORM 
IS ON BACK PAGE. 
 
 
FRIDAY EVENING – FEBRUARY 26 

6:00-7:00 p.m.  Visitor’s Center – Social Hour – Light Refreshments 
 7:00-7:30 p.m.  Plans for field trips on Saturday and Sunday 
 7:30 p.m.  Board Meeting 
 
SATURDAY – FEBRUARY 27 

6:45 a.m.  Meet at the Visitor’s Center parking lot for field trips 
3:00 p.m.  Public invited to MWR’s program at Visitor’s Center 

 6:00-7:00 p.m.  Banquet at the Park Restaurant next to Visitor’s Center 
 7:00-7:30 p.m.  Business Meeting and Species Tally 

7:30 p.m. SPEAKERS – Valery Smith and Nancy Fachman with the MS 
Wildlife Rehabilitation, Inc. will present the program. (See below). 

SUNDAY – FEBRUARY 28 
 7:00 a.m.  Field trips – meet at the Visitor’s Center parking lot 
 
 

ABOUT THE SPEAKERS 
 

Valery Smith, Executive Director of the MS Wildlife Rehabilitation, Inc., located in Lake Cormorant, MS and Nancy 
Fachman who is an Education Specialist with the MWR and lives in Water Valley will discuss the need for a nature 
and environmental education facility in North MS and the important role that wildlife rehabilitators play in trying to 
educate the public regarding our Federally Protected Species. With them will be MWR’s live education birds of prey. 
 
MWR is an all-volunteer charitable organization dedicated to caring for orphaned and injured native species of wildlife 
in MS.  Permitted by the MS Dept. of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, MWR helps 
care for 24 counties and is the only licensed facility for wildlife rehabilitation in North MS. 
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ATTENTION ALL MOS MEMBERS 
ELECTRONIC MOS NEWSLETTER 

In order to cut down on our printing and 
mailing costs of the Newsletter, we are asking 
any of you who would be willing to receive 
your Newsletter by email to please contact us 
at: gsknight@dixie-net.com  
Thanks for your help 

 
MOS MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 
Name_____________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip: _____________________________ 
 
RENEWAL _______         NEW MEMBER______ 
 
DUES: 
____  Individual     $15 yr. 
____  Family     $25 yr. 
____  Student/Senior Citizen  $10 yr. 
____  Subscribing (Libraries) $15 yr. 
____  Sustaining     $30 yr. 
____  Life     $300 yr. 
 

DUES ARE DUE 
And payable in January of each year. Send 
check  to: Jan Dubuisson, 22481 Glad Acres, 
Pass Christian, MS 39571 

President’s Corner 
By Sarajane Smith 

MOS President 
  
     One thing I always wanted to do when I retired was 
to participate in a Christmas Bird Count. The Count in 
our area has always been the week before Christmas 
break. So beginning in 2002 I began participating in 
the Hancock and Jackson County CBC’s. It is 
something I have enjoyed immensely. This year I 
woke up on December 15th and wondered, “Did I 
really sign up for this?” It was raining heavily, but I 
got up and drove an hour through the heavy rain to 
Hancock County to meet my birding partners. 
    I know many of you had bitter cold, windy 
conditions, rain and flooded areas. It was a learning 
experience to see which birds came out in these 
conditions. Thanks to all the participants and 
compilers who are so dedicated to birding in our state. 
     We can’t promise you perfect weather at the MOS 
Meeting, but we can promise you good birding in N 
MS and the Delta. To cap off the weekend of good 
birding and good fellowship, a great program and 
dinner will be provided on Saturday evening.   
    
 
                                       
 Submitting Articles For the MOS Newsletter 
      The MOS Newsletter is published biannually to inform 
members of upcoming meetings and birding events. The 
editors invite you to participate by submitting articles for 
possible publication in the newsletter. Some suggestions for 
articles might be: 

*Birding trips—in-state, out-of-state, or out-of-country                             
* Life bird experiences 
*Bird locales                         
* Special birding events               
*Any interesting story about birds or bird behavior 
Please submit neatly handwritten or typed articles, not 

to exceed two single-spaced typed pages. You may 
contribute as many articles as you would like. Articles may 
be sent in any time of the year, but if you would like it to 
appear in a specific issue then it must be sent in on the 
following deadline dates. 

Summer Issue - June 30                                      
Spring Issue - December 31 

Please mail  or e-mail your articles to: Gene and Shannon 
Knight, 79 Hwy 9W, Oxford, MS 38655 

  662-236-2413     or        gsknight@dixie-net.com

 
 
 
 



 
Minutes of the MOS Board and Business Meetings 

September 25-27 2009 
 

The Board of the Mississippi Ornithological Society met Friday evening, September 25, at the 
Battlefield Inn, Vicksburg, MS. Members present were Sarajane Smith, President; Martha Swan, Secretary; 
Bill McGehee, Past President; Gene and Shannon Knight, Editors, MOS Newsletter; and Margaret 
Copeland, Co-editor, Mississippi Kite.  

The President called the meeting to order.  As old business, Margaret Copeland, chair of the 
Tucker Award Committee, reported that a recipient for the award had not been selected in several years.  
She requested that nominations be solicited from the membership in the next issue of the newsletter. 

Gene Knight reported on the speaker for the Spring 2010 meeting, which will be held Feb. 26-28 
at George Payne Cossar State Park on Enid Lake. Valery Smith, a wildlife rehabilitator from Lake 
Cormorant will be the speaker, and will bring some live birds which are under her care. This has been 
cleared with park management. 

The Board made the decision to put the Checklist of Birds of Mississippi on the MOS website.  
Gene will send an electronic copy of the checklist to Terry Schiefer who is in charge of the website. 

As new business, Bill McGehee suggested that the Fall 2010 meeting be held at St. Catherine 
Creek National Wildlife Refuge and Natchez area. The tentative dates are August 13-15 2010. 

Following the banquet Saturday evening, September 26, the President called the MOS Business 
Meeting to order. She thanked those who had contributed food to the Friday evening buffet, the leaders of 
the field trips, and editors of the newsletter and Kite. She invited members to nominate possible recipients 
of the Tucker Award, and answered questions about the purpose and qualifications. Plans for the Spring, 
2010 meeting were announced, along with tentative plans for Fall 2010. Gene Knight tallied the birds 
sighted on the day’s field trips to Tensas River NWR in Louisiana, the Vicksburg National Military Park, 
and the Eagle Lake area. The final tally was 97 species. 

Mary Stevens then introduced the Speaker, Matt Smith, who gave a fascinating presentation 
entitled “The Woodpecker’s Tale:  Mississippi History in a Bird’s Eye View.” He recounted developments 
in Mississippi up to 1860, including native populations, European exploration and settlement, changes in 
land use, and how they affected the natural history of the area, especially bird populations. 

After a question and answer session, President Sarajane Smith dismissed the meeting. 
 

Submitted by Martha Swan 
     MOS Secretary 
 
 

TUCKER AWARD NOMINATIONS 
 
 In the past, the Tucker Award Committee has chosen the award recipient.  We would like to 
change that process by opening up the award selection to the entire MOS membership.  The award is 
named in honor of J. W. Tucker, an early conservationist with a keen interest in nature, birds, rocks, and 
minerals.  Mr. Tucker presented the Tucker medallion to MOS in l956.  The award is given to a deserving 
MOS member who has done outstanding field work, encouraged conservation, has participated in a 
worthwhile bird study project, or who has contributed significant service to MOS. 

If you would like to recommend an MOS member for the Tucker Award, please write a 
descriptive paragraph or two about the person’s accomplishments and reasons why you think this person 
should receive the award.  All recommendations must be in by June 30, 2010.  Please mail to Margaret 
Copeland, 909 Evergreen, Starkville, MS 39759, or call 662-323-1445 (home), or email at 
copeland@ms.metrocast.net . The Tucker Award Selection Committee will review all recommendations 
and choose the best qualified. 

 
 
 



 
Species List 

2009 MOS FALL MEETING 
September 25-27  

Vicksburg, Eagle Lake, and Tensas River NWR 
 

   
Wood Duck 
Mallard 
Blue-winged Teal 
Wild Turkey 
Pied-billed Grebe 
American White Pelican 
Double-crested Cormorant 
Anhinga 
Great Blue Heron 
Great Egret 
Snowy Egret 
Little Blue Heron 
Cattle Egret 
White Ibis 
Plegadis species 
Roseate Spoonbill 
Wood Stork 
Black Vulture 
Turkey Vulture 
Osprey 
Bald Eagle 
Cooper’s Hawk 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Broad-winged Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
American Kestrel 
Peregrine Falcon 
Common Moorhen 
Killdeer 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Least Sandpiper 
Rock Pigeon 
Eurasian Collared-Dove 
 
 
 

Mourning Dove 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Eastern Screech-Owl 
Common Nighthawk 
Chimney Swift 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
Belted Kingfisher 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Northern Flicker 
Pileated Woodpecker 
Eastern Wood-Pewee 
Acadian Flycatcher 
Great Crested Flycatcher 
Eastern Kingbird 
Loggerhead Shrike 
White-eyed Vireo 
Yellow-throated Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Blue Jay 
American Crow 
Fish Crow 
N. Rough-winged Swallow 
Cliff Swallow 
Barn Swallow 
Carolina Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Carolina Wren 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
Eastern Bluebird 
Swainson’s Thrush 
 
 
 

Wood Thrush 
American Robin 
Gray Catbird 
Northern Mockingbird 
Brown Thrasher 
European Starling 
Blue-winged Warbler 
Tennessee Warbler 
Northern Parula 
Black-throated Green  
     Warbler              
Yellow-throated Warbler 
Black-and-white Warbler 
American Redstart 
Worm-eating Warbler 
Common Yellowthroat 
Hooded Warbler 
Summer Tanager 
Scarlet Tanager 
Eastern Towhee 
Northern Cardinal 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Blue Grosbeak 
Indigo Bunting 
Painted Bunting 
Dickcissel 
Red-winged Blackbird 
Common Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Baltimore Oriole 
House Finch 
House Sparrow 
Species Total: 97 
 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 
            DAVID RINGER                                      BILL TAYLOR 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2010 MOS DIRECTORY 

 
 In the Fall 2009 Newsletter MOS members were asked to indicate if they were willing to 
guide birders visiting their area, or whether or not they were  willing to respond to written, 
telephone, or email queries. For members choosing not to return the up-date address flyer in the 
previous newsletter, your address will remain the same as your mailing address and we will assume 
you don’t want to be contacted for birding information. For those of you who returned the up-dated 
address flyer, your address will be followed by a number/letter that will indicate the type of help 
you’re willing to provide.  
 
Legend: 
1.  I am willing to guide visiting birders with advance notice by first making   
     arrangements by the following means (A, B, or C).  
2.  I am not willing to guide visiting birders but will answer inquiries. 
     A.  I am willing to answer telephone inquiries. 
     B.  I am willing to answer written inquiries. 
     C.  I am willing to answer email inquiries. 
 
G. Edward Alexander    
346 S. Gamwyn Dr.    
Greenville, MS 38701 
 
Philip J. Barbour 
28534 CR 511 
Sidon, MS 38954 
 
Melissa Beck 
1715 Bramblewood Dr. 
Columbus, MS 39705 
 
James H. Bell 
546 W. Lakeshore Dr. 
Carriere, MS 39426 
 
Ron Blackwell 
544 W 4th Street  
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
 
Kenneth Bonnell 
3532 S. Woodlawn Dr. 
Greenville, MS 38703 
 
Barbara Bowen 
PO Box 363 
Waveland, MS 39576 
 
Ned Boyajian  
PO Box 395 
Carriere, MS 39426  
 
Donald M. Bradburn, Jr. 
465 Audubon Court 
New Orleans, LA 70118 
 
John R. Bradley 
107 Phillip Rd. 
Oxford, MS 38655  
 

Charles Brenke 
11701 Forrest Crest Lane 
Vancleave, MS 39565 
 
Burrow & Maureen Brooks 
211 S. Third Ave. 
Cleveland, MS 38732 
 
Carolyn Bullock 
1914 Poplar Ave. Apt. 106 
Memphis, TN 38104-7642 
 
Dick & Judy Burkepile 
14 CR 302  
Oxford, MS 38655-5525 
dick_burkepile@yahoo.com (H) 
 
Fairie Lyn Carter 
2274 Miles Court 
Biloxi, MS 39532  
228-860-8376 (H)                            
 
Linda Caruso 
750 Holly Hills Dr. 
Biloxi, MS 39532 
 
David C. Chaffin, M.D. 
(1,A,B,C) 
3881 Clairmont Dr. NE 
Cleveland, TN 37312-5124 
423-472-0832 (H) 
davchaffin@aol.com (H) 
 
Margaret Copeland 
909 Evergreen St. 
Starkville, MS 39759 
 
 
 
 

Elsie & Lawrence Croft 
P. O. Box 2462 
Starkville, MS 39760 
 
Charles H. Dawson 
P. O. Box 282 
Belden, MS 38826-0282 
 
Charles Delmas 
P. O. Box 196 
Gautier, MS 39553 
 
Stephen J. Dinsmore  
5711 Valley Rd.  
Ames, IA 50014 
 
Janet Dubuisson (2,A,B,C) 
22481 Glad Acres  
Pass Christian, MS 39571 
jand@cableone.net  
 
Jeffrey Duguay  
211 W Percy St. 
Indianola, MS 38751 
 
Robert & Mary Dunnell 
(2,B) 
21 Pruett Rd. 
Natchez, MS 39120 
 
Doug & Claire English 
6800 Wooded Acres Rd. 
Vancleave, MS 39565 
 
Elna C. Ezell 
P. O. Box 3072 
Meridian, MS 39303 
 
 
 



 
Marion Fahnestock  
611 Camellia Pt.  
Ocean Springs, MS 39564 
 
Tippy Garner   
5555 Concord Dr.  
Jackson, MS 39211 
 
Dr. & Mrs. W. E. Godfrey, II 
507 Washington St. 
Natchez, MS 39120    
 
Olivia Graves 
21568 Gartman Rd. 
Saucier, MS 39574  
 
Ken Hackman 
111 Mallard Lane 
Madison, MS 39110  
 
Paul B. Hamel                
Southern Hardwood Lab 
P.O. Box 227 
Stoneville, MS 38776 
 
Katie Hanson  
3346 Morgantown Rd. 
Sturgis, MS 39769 
  
Van Harris 
7790 Deer Lake Dr. 
Millington, TN 38053   
 
William Hawkins (2,A,B,C) 
2036 Old Oaks Dr. 
Gautier, MS 39553 
228-4971-1305 (H) 
601-906-4968 (Cell) 
hawkinsmickey@cableone.net 
(H) 
 
Rob Heflin 
850 Bellewood Rd. 
Isola, MS 38754 
 
Frances E. Henne 
6684 Attala Co. Hwy 14 
Goodman, MS 39079 
 
Jackie Henne-Kerr 
12315 Hwy 1  
Rolling Fork, MS 39159 
 
Nona Herbert       
Indywood Estates 
218 Ronaldman Rd. 
Cleveland, MS 38732 
 
 
 
 

 
Tom & Darlene Hoar 
204 Quail Creek Dr. 
Oxford, MS 38655   
 
Mary R. Hollis 
P. O. Box 444 
Meridian, MS 39302 
 
Dr. Bette S. Jackson            
Florida Gulf Coast Univ. 
10501 FGCU Blvd. South 
Ft. Myers, FL 33965-6565 
 
Jerome Jackson  
10501 FGCU Blvd.         
Fort Myers, FL 33965-6565 
 
Gordon & Sharon Jeffers 
8 Shadow Wood Dr. 
Carrriere, MS 39426 
 
Jones Co. Com. College 
Memorial Library 
900 S. Court Street 
Ellisville, MS 39437-3901                            
 
Michael Kayes 
510 Evergreen 
Long Beach, MS 39560 
 
Gene & Shannon Knight 
(1,A,B,C) 
79 Hwy 9W 
Oxford, MS 38655 
662-236-2413 (H) 
gsknight@dixie-net.com (H) 
 
Richard Knight 
804 N. Hills Dr. 
Johnson City, TN 37604 
 
Penny Kochtitzky 
273 Ralph Rawls Rd. 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
 
Christina I. Lusk 
2637 Hwy 82 W 
Starkville, MS 39759 
clusk@att.net (H) 
 
Wayne & Tish Machado  
4336 Anderson Circle 
Jackson, MS 39206 
 
Nancy C. Madden (1,A,B,C) 
2606 Kelly Ave.  
Gulfport, MS 39501 
228-868-7694 (H) 
littlebitgpt@bellsouth.net (H) 
 
 

 
John T. McBride, Jr. 
P. O. Box 78483 
Shreveport, LA 71137-8483 
 
Joseph McGee 
19496 Hwy. 80 
Hickory, MS 39332 
 
Bill & Dot McGehee  
114 Pecanwood Dr. 
Natchez, MS 39120 
601-446-7012 (H) 
msdwmc@aol.com (H) 
 
Michael McGraw 
P. O. Box 6034 
Jackson, MS 39288-6034 
mjmc123@aol.com (H) 
 
Don & Dena McKee  
PO Box 1445             
Dauphin Island, AL 36528 
 
Van & Debbie McWhorter 
15 Bush Rd. 
Laurel, MS 39443 
601-342-2535 (H) 
601-484-8845 (W) 
van_mcwhorter@comcast.net 
(H) 
 
Harley Metcalfe, III 
407 Wetherbee 
Greenville, MS 38701 
 
Audubon Mississippi 
285 Falconer Street 
Holly Springs, MS 38635 
 
MS Museum of Natural 
Science Library 
2148 Riverside Dr. 
Jackson, MS 39202-2353 
 
MS Sandhill Crane Refuge 
7200 Crane Lane 
Gautier, MS 39553 
 
MS Wildlife Federation 
855 S. Pear Orchard Rd.  
Ste. 500  
Ridgeland, MS 39157-5138 
 
Hal Mitchell 
1417 Troy Lane 
Starkville, MS 39759 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Mitchell Memorial Library 
Serials MSU 
MS State, MS 39762 
 
Wilma Mitchell 
605 Cain Ridge Rd. # D-7 
Vicksburg, MS 39180-6060 
 
Gerry Morgan 
412 Walda Dr. 
Biloxi, MS 39531  
 
Allan J. Mueller (1,A,B,C)  
20 Moseley Lane  
Conway, AR 72032 
501-327-8952 (H) 
501-339-8071 (Cell) 
akcmueller@gmail.com (H) 
 
Roy & Virginia Oliver 
606 Smythe St. 
Kosciusko, MS 39090 
 
Judith O’Neal  
504 Whitebark Dr. 
Lafayette, LA 70508 
 
Millie Page (2,A,C)  
2005 Bayside Dr.  
Biloxi, MS 39532 
228-388-1230 (H) 
millie@goldinc.com (H) 
 
Jim & Dianne Patterson  
(1, A,B,C)  
195 Autumn Trail 
Columbus, MS 39705 
662-327-4777 (H) 
hummers2@bellsouth.net (H) 
 
Wayne & Nancy Patterson   
283-A CR 501    
Shannon, MS 38868-9802 
 
Warren & JoRee Pease   
(Winter) (2,A,C) 
113 Sunhaven Dr.  
Ocean Springs, MS 39564 
228-875-4138 (H) 
228-369-4890 (Cell) 
wpjp@earthlink.net (H) 
 
Warren & JoRee Pease 
(Summer) (2,A,C) 
PO Box 385 
Somers, CT 06071 
860-763-1523 (H) 
228-369-4890 (Cell) 
wpjp@earthlink.net (H) 
 

 
 
Stephen W. Peterson 
5128 Reddoch Dr. 
Jackson, MS 39211 
                                                    
Charles Pfeifer 
4916 Zenith St., Apt. 228 
Metairie, LA 70001                                              

 
Tom & Ruth Pullen 
PO Box 720415 
Byram, MS 39272 
 
Shanna Ramsey 
113 Cobbs Cove  
Saltillo, MS 38866 
 
Joseph L. Ravita (1,A,C) 
8306 Curry Rd. 
Biloxi, MS 39532 
228-392-7486 (H) 
228-377-1673 (W) 
jravita@cableone.net  (H) 
joseph.ravita@us.af.mil (W) 
 
T.J. Ray 
125 Deer Run South 
Oxford, MS 38655 
 
Erik & Jennie Richardson 
85 CR 418 
Oxford, MS 38655 
 
David J. Ringer (1,C) 
501 Fairways Dr. Apt. 10D 
Vicksburg, MS 39183 
601-642-7058 (Cell) 
david@djringer.com (H) 
 
Charliene Roemer 
1826 Ray St. 
Ocean Springs, MS 39564   
 
Max and Willa Sanders 
PO Box 273 
Kosciusko, MS 39090 
 
Bob & Martha Sargent 
7570 Mac Hicks Rd. 
Trussville, AL 35173 
 
Marion H. Schiefer 
(1,A,B,C) 
1394 P. D. Fulgham Rd. 
Starkville, MS 39759 
662-324-3748 (H) 
marion_schiefer@hotmail.com 
(H)  
 
 
 

 
 
Terence L. Schiefer 
(1,A,B,C) 
P. O. Box 1505 
Starkville, MS 39760-1505 
662-325-2989 (W) 
662-324-3748 (H) 
tschiefer@entomology.msstate.edu  
(W) 
 
Jack & Sarajane Smith 
22539 Miller Edwards Rd. 
Saucier, MS 39574 
 
William B. Stripling, Jr. 
509 Newit Vick Dr. 
Vicksburg, MS 39183-8777 
 
Eugenia Summer 
915 5th Ave. South 
Columbus, MS 39701 
 
Dana & Martha Swan 
1665 Toccopola Junct. Rd. 
Thaxton, MS 38871 
 
Bill Taylor 
345 Blaylock Rd. 
Greenville, MS 38703 
 
Genevieve Tharp 
141 Kaiser Lake Rd. 
Natchez, MS 39120-8936 
 
Barry & Teri Tillman 
314 N. Rankin St. 
Natchez, MS 39120 
601-442-7051 (H) 
318-336-2216 (W) 
bftill@bellsouth.net (H) 
 
Al & Cathy Troy 
62 Laurel Hill Lane 
St. Francisville, LA 70775 
 
Daniel Twedt 
1440 Lancelot Lane 
Clinton, MS 39056  
 
Jeff Twiss 
P. O. Box 64 
Gautier, MS 39553 
 
Hugh Warren 
303 E. Park Ave. 
Greenwood, MS 38930 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Pullen Watkins (1,A,C) 
253 Clark Farms Rd. 
Madison, MS 39110 
601-416-6803 (H) 
601-853-5379 (W) 
pullenwatkins@comcast.net 
(H) 
 
Louise Watson 
217 Seville Place 
Starkville, MS 39759-2133 
 
Thomas & Stella Wear 
1708 Bella Vista Rd. 
Cleveland, MS 38732 
 
Ray E. Weeks 
18416 Robinwood Dr. 
Saucier, MS 39574-9662  
 
Dennis Welch 
1112 Stonebridge Dr. 
Grenada, MS 38901-4058 
 
Morris D. Williams 
120 Hurricane Creek Rd. 
Lawrenceburg, TN 38464 
 
Vicki Williams 
2138 Attala Rd. 4004 
Goodman, MS 39079 
662-468-2261 (H) 
vlw@netdoor.com (H) 
 
Nick Winstead 
MMNS 2148 Riverside Dr.  
Jackson, MS 39202 
nick.winstead@mmns.state.
ms.us (W) 
  
C. Arlie & Ethel V. Wilson 
P. O. Box 5401 
MS State, MS 39762 
662-323-5798 (H) 
 
    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

TIPS  FOR  A  HEALTHY  FEEDING  STATION 
Taken from Bird Watcher’s Digest 1999 

 
• Give your seed feeders (especially thistle and tube feeders) a shake before you refill them to 

dislodge any compacted seed.  Dump out any wet clumps of old seed. 
• Clean all hulls off platform feeders and out of seed trays daily. 
• Keep some old spatulas and brushes handy by the feeding station for cleaning purposes. 
• Disinfect feeders by scrubbing with a weak bleach solution (1/4 cup of bleach to 2 gallons of 

warm water) every few weeks, more often in summer or rainy periods.  Rinse and allow feeders to 
dry before refilling. 

• Wash your hands thoroughly after filling or cleaning your feeders. 
• Move your feeding station when the ground beneath it becomes with seed hulls and droppings.  

Rake the old site to remove hulls and to give the grass a chance to recover. 
• Store your seed in a clean, dry, air-tight container, such as a metal or plastic garbage can. 
• Don’t put hulled sunflower hearts (or bits) out where wet weather can cause them to spoil.  Offer 

them in a tube or hopper feeder. 
• Don’t put out any more seed than can be eaten by the birds by nightfall, especially where 

raccoons, opossums, bears, deer, or rodents are a problem. 
• If you see a sick or dead bird at your feeders, halt your feeding for a few weeks to allow the 

healthy birds to disperse.  This lessens the possibility of disease transmission.  Remove and 
discard in the trash any dead birds.  Report the sick birds to your local wildlife officials, many of 
whom monitor wildlife health. 

• Reduce window-kills of birds by placing feeders a safe distance away.  If birds regularly strike a 
particular window place a screen, crop netting, or a series of branches over or in front of the 
outside glass panel to break up the reflection. 

• Don’t allow large amounts of seed to become wet, as on platform feeders.  Instead, when it’s wet 
outside, feed primarily from covered feeders that will keep seed dry, or put out only a handful of 
seed at a time on platforms. 

• Don’t use grease, oil, petroleum jelly, or similar substances on your feeder poles or wires to thwart 
squirrels, ants, or other feeder-raiding creatures.  If these substances come into contact with bird 
feathers they are impossible for the bird to preen or wash out.  Gooey feathers can become useless 
for flight or insulation, thus putting the birds at risk to predators, extreme weather, and disease.  
For squirrels and other mammals use a pole-mounted baffle (many are sold commercially).  For 
ants, use an ant guard that prevents ants from reaching the feeder.  Both baffles and ant guards are 
available on the Internet, by mail-order, or in retail stores that sell an extensive array of backyard 
products. 

• If you provide suet, reduce the amount you offer in hot weather.  Heat can make suet rancid and 
unhealthy for birds.  Runny suet can also stick to birds’ feathers, making them hard to keep clean 
and useful.  Use rendered suet or heat-resilient suet blocks that are available commercially. 

• Don’t discontinue feeding as soon as the grass greens and the weather warms in spring.  Many 
birds will continue coming to your feeders all summer long. 

• Though birds may not be entirely dependent on your feeder, it’s best not to leave them totally 
without food if you plan to be away from home in mid-winter.  Purchase an oversized feeder with 
a large seed capacity, or ask a willing neighbor to continue feeding your birds. 

 
 

 
 
 



MOS FEBRUARY 2010 MEETING - REGISTRATION FORM 
 
Name:__________________________________ E-Mail__________________________ 
 
Address:________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:___________________________________________________________  
 
Telephone:_________________________ 
 
Additional Person (s): 
Name:__________________________________ E-Mail:_________________________ 
Name:__________________________________ E-Mail:_________________________ 
 
   Registration   $15.00 per person   ___ Person (s)  X     $ 15.00  =   $________ 
   Banquet   $17.00 per person   ___ Person (s)  X     $ 17.00  =    $________ 
 
Additional contribution to help with publications ($5.00 per person suggested)  $________ 
         Total Enclosed     $________ 
 
Please make check payable to M.O.S.  Mail check and registration form to: 
    Jan Dubuisson, MOS Treasurer 
    22481 Glad Acres 
    Pass Christian, MS 39571 
Mail the registration form to reach Jan no later than February 10. 
 
 
 
 
 
Dues are payable in January of each year. Check mailing label for your dues status. 

 
 
 

Mississippi Ornithological Society 
79 Hwy 9W 
Oxford, MS 38655 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check your expiration date  >>>>>> 

 
 

                                                                                            


