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MOS NEWSLETTER 

March, 1985 Volume 30, No. l 

MOS SPRING MEETING: We are delighted to announce that the spt:ing 
meeting will. be held in Vicksburg<,t with Hal Moore and The Vicks
birdei:s as hosts,on Satucday and Sunday, May 4 and 5, 1985. 

Our hosts are offedng five separate field trips and each one 
sounds exciting. All trips will depart from the Military Park 
parking lot at 7:00 A.M~ on both Saturday and Sunday. 

Trip One: CLEAR CREEK-Cove hardwoods with lots of warblers, thrushes, 
vireos, tanagers, etc •• 

Trip 1 •. 1: LOUISIANA LEVEE-Bobolinks, Dickcissels, Painted Buntings, 
SolitaL·y Sandpipers, other i!iorebirds, plus waterfowl, etc .• No 
walking involved'. 

Trip Thr:ee: TENSAS tn:FUGE, LA. -Large bot tom land-'rnrdwood tract; 
warble1:s, woodpeckecs, turkeys, Lhrushes, vireos, etc. 

Trip Fo11r: EAGLE LAJ<E.,Ti:i.p down levee; shorebirds, watecfowl, 
e~Ct!LS 1 llt~l'UilS, 2Ll.'.. •• 

Tcip Five: CAMPBELL S\JAMP-Simi.l.ar to Clear Creek habitat. 

There will be guides both mornings to take birders to any of the 
above areas. [n t.hu afternoon, the Vicksburg MiliLar:y Par:k i.s 
suggestMdllots of hill hardwood habitat). 
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MOS _;µl'i.11g Mec!ling, (continued). 

The Saturday night bonquet and meeting will be held al Lhe Ramada 
Inn (near Militnry Porkl ot 7:00 P.M.: bnnquet costs will he 
$10.00~ Those planning to att011d should-milk<> r1>servaLions with 
llal Moore well in advance uf th<> meel·ing, (banquet i:eservation 
form is included in this newsletter). 

Ati t.lw bi:me of this publication, ba11quet speAker had not been 
announced. 

Ramada Inn, P. O. Box 1740, Vicksburg, MS 391801 (bOl) 638-5811, 
is offering MOS mem~ers a special rate of $39.00 for a room, 
single 01: double occupancy. When makinf', reservations, be sure to 
inform the reservations clerk of your MOS affiliation. 

llal also sent this list of other Vicksburg motels: 

Holiday Inn (near Military Park) 
Rivertown Inn (downtown) 
Best Western (off l-20) 
Comfort Inn (off I-20) 
Esquire~lnn (off I-20 at bridge) 

$39-$4& 
$22 
$40-$45 
$30-$35 
$25-$28 

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT SUMMARIES 

Tel. 636 4551 
638 t.111. 
636 5145 
634 8067 
638-5750 

Editor's Note: It's been very lean picking• from which to write 
a CBC Summary. CBC Compilers please note that a copy, or a 
summary, of your. CBC results should be sent to th<' "OS Newsletter 
Editor. as soon as convenient aftek, the count period.Thanks to 
all compilers who did so this year! 

MOON LAKE (LULA), MS.: 27 December 1984, 0645 to 1600 hours. 
Mostly cloudy, temp. 60°-73°, wind S, 5-10 mph; 4 observers in 
1-2 par.ties: 14 party houes (7 on foot, 7 by car): 54 pacty miles 
(5 on foot, 49 by car). 62 species, 4717 individuals. Ben B. 
Coffey, compiler. 

Only fifteen ducks seen on all of Moon Lake; most of the few 
ducks seen were on catfish ponds (1 site); geese and cormorants 
on the move. No Ruddy Ducks (often abundant on past counts). 
House Wren. Low Number, several smaller-species not found. 

, _______________________________________ _ 
HATTIESBURG, MS.: 100 species total. Black & White Warbler only 
rarity. Larry Gates, compiler. 

GfU~NADA, MS: 19 December 1984, 0610 toifl.80 li•iurs. MoAtlv over
cast with scattered showers a.m. :rnd p.m.; tr!mp. SB-0,-6.i''; wind 
calm to 5 mph, SW; lake moderately hi\;h. Eleven observers in 
4-5 parties. Total party-hours, 37 (JO on foot, l by cac)+0.9 
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l/r.i ()J (Jn l<iqt", 1')l 1)" 1:nr·t. nl.1.1!> 

iJ, ~ilV i.rPiJ.VJ_•1t1aJ.s. i'ldtvin i1avi.s, 
Ct>lllp i lP I:. 
lli;.!,h counts ol Uo1Jbtf.l~·c1.e:.,LPd Co1··i1z)i;\<1, (27), Hl.ng-tiill»d !";u 1 l 
(6t;4), l!orne<1 Lar·k \(111), ',;1roll11:' "h:<:k.-·1·k•r.l (~1i! )·r··11·'J1;!la Wrtin 

\db), East.er.n Bl1 1 1)1)1 1 '/pli(J\,J~·;·111n:·:'d ~·i.J11Jl•:~i·· \I/\). tn''"'.·(':·i: 

ll('W t' 1 ) t'.fll!\lf i fl!' i ildf• .';•di1r·:1d (.; J. ··:q,· i; '" ':.lr1•i!J :)•'!. t.]}, I ! i··;'i.i·~ 

GULL \l 1111m,1. ULil1•1· r:i1 11 •'. 1 i\01:f··• . .:Hr<~d 1.h<Ji, Ldi>iHnd l.of.lP,'-ir1 ur. 

--···-··-----·---·· ----
s \lll)l.~j I At<.E, MS: ! '1 n-~ ··mbei: i.~~1,I_.' ii• I,-. ;·~\I itn; l' ~::Ii" 
1 .• luudy a .. m. tu rno::>t.ly cJuudy p.m.; L•_·:Jq). ;·•

1 --71°, , ... ·.Lrid i •. .1lm 
10 a.rn. then 5-10 111<>ph a.m., J.0-/.0 mp11 •. "" 1.>.m.; ponds lull, ·<>•e 
rn ()de I~ a t e 1 y hi .e, h ' r a L l. l tl 1; f ;i s t: 8 Tw 17? j v f? n b s ':'. ;:v e 1: s j II '"' - . I pH j •• }. f~ s • 
Total t•aL·Ly···houi:s 1~)_ (/b 011 toot, \.h bv cai ); tot.al pa1.l\'~·ttlJ L 1·\~;, 
lb 1l (20 on tool, 1 .. 0 by ..:ar). 85 spec.u"s, about 5511 i11divid11als. 
Mnrvln Davis, cumpilec. 
Luw counts of Mnl.inrd (S1), llood0d M1"cgans1>r (12), K'i ...... (!1, 
Fiel.d Spai:1:uw (81.&), l':n!~lur:u M, 1 !1dOl>ll:trk (1.~J), Commun (:r;ir·lotl,~ ('i/I/). 
~:pc~·.·.i t~s nt?W lo c.•1llnt i.ii. i.1H]< ... Forste:L· 1 s Tetu ('.j), HLuf~ .. gra~r GuaL
catcher (1), Palm Warbler ll). 

1u .'l.c.ldi.tinn tn hi;~n·1·.idy ~;u:nm:·u·ic:.·. ~hrvi.n nav~.c; in( i.ucit~d .1.h~ 
following rt~rnai·k:J. IL·1e wt..~.dtt1er (,:llt1'l1l~;t.. ~~w1:1.tt~1·1n,.~) W<l.(~ m11c11 1n 

contrast with i.98:3. llowever it wasn'L rc,.111.lv favorabl.e 1:0 l'i.r<l· 
finding-the poor birds were in the bushes PANTING, ( think'. 

11 Hown•r0r, Wf~ can1"' 11p with ih'· l!Hlu1I ~;pt-i.nk!ing nf q1_1ality 
Sj.H~c.!.f~~. 1 11JU8 p1:r>tty cf, ',:.~till qu:\11"i.Li l./ '.-.·;,;r111 weai.lH:'i ·1,.?f)11 1her 
and !J,:?cembeJ:· 3t't-:ms tc tJe 1:!?!( lee.led by LhR. l g,nat.~::ad.:.l"lt~t and 1 
Palm WarhLers at. Sai:d1s, pl11s tht~ ~~puLL,.~d ::landpi.per and exC.f~ss 
of Yellow-n1111ped Warhi1~i-~ at Cre.111d;1. Also "'"nLhPc-rel.«led 
appears to h>e the ch~f iciPncy of blackbi.i:d!; (missing Hrewec 's 
an,, nu1ty on both •:ount$), Low counts of g1:ackles irnd red-·wings, 
anu i.rnucity of Puqile Fi11ch.os and sis kins. 

"On the ollH~t' hanJ, the Fi)i:SLEL
1

S Teens a1·e qitnplv cr11:' itl1Jlllg 

a Lrt'.lnd of tho pA.st J--1.~ yeat:~>, tha1· mAv 01~ rnay not b1~ wi~ather re-
lated. Th0. l "lT'lL.E c;u1.L }~f~pAnLs the po:~L ~-~BC OCCUl:CllC.(~ nt SiJl!lf~ 
spot lasL Ja11lull~Y 7 (diftei c!nt bi.1«L-,, hu:.h i.n lsL wlnl.t-~l" µln(unge). 
How about those Hocn(?d Larks~ A Lucky :~Ear on that Crunt, w1Lh 
the GL-enad<l flock .incl.ud:IPt', <lt Lea~3t u11 1.~ Lapl.and L011~~.<;p1Jc 1:al.l.inr;;~ 
l.Je'..- .. 11ot ha<l them (oi: 8-9 yi.'ai:s, pechaps by dint ot insu(ficienL 
e flu [ L. 

SOlJTllERN ll/\NCOCK COIJNTY, c!S: I. 'l L•"t emi><'L" I "'"1, temp. 1,q" - /<1°. 
Cloudy-pnrtv .... loud 1 , IH·~1' \' lo~. t1l•:11· c;.o:\·.; •• nd 0-l S'.iE. 21. ob-
0er:vers, l'll Sp~i·tcJS~ .J11di.1;1 J"Ollj)'{, co:1:ptlPC~ 

Low C<!lllllS of nuffi(~l\(:O~ld, i\1• 1.J-in~c~·1sled Mec;~a11ser, Sot~n. Hai1.:y 
\Joodpec.Kei:, \~~1ll1 i Pipit. Vi.i:st cu1111t specif-~S, Swaiuson's Hawk, 
Golden Lagle, Tennes:;ee Warblet·, liiue Ci:osbeak. Exc.,ptionally 
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Cl3C SUf1MARTI\'.), (co11rinu1•d). 

high numbers of \Jhi.te Pelican (64), Ruddv Duck 12780), Red-tai.led 
llawk (b\I), Herci11,; (;111 1 \.i7U), Casri.rn !'en1 \ilJl, Cum111011 'l\,rn 
(7), Pi.J;-.11.c:d tJo(J1lpf-!ck~r (l.iJ), k:a~Lt~cn Phot.~bt:! \L~8), Teet! Swallow 
(t:J,')(l.J), House \.Jr-d1 <,17), 111.ue-,;cay l;natcatch<e.c (L7'\, llennit 
T.hn1sh (511), Cniy Catlnnl (Jl), SoLLtacy Vi.1:eo (18), Unt!xriected 
fip~cies i.nc.tuded Gce1'.n-backed !-\Aron, No1·thi~rn Pintni.1, Swain~.;011 1 s 
H.:..n;k> Colden Eagl1..~, 'l\:..llni~!')SHe \~axbler., Blu1:! Cro!;beak, and LJ.t"k 
~;parr.ow .. 

Speci£'s wi.se, thi.s was j11st a little better than avera;se count. 
ln terms llf ind1v!,l11r-1J numbt~r:s, it morf! t.han doublt!d our pr:-evious 
individ11al 1:olllH. 'l'i.1ne sp<•nc ow Ling by sever.al parti.es produced 
a mu<:h In.sher t.han usual. number ot owl.-;; Li• Screech Oi~l., 6 Great 
llorrkd Owl, and I l Bili:red Owl.. 
----------------------------------------------

The Pascagoula River Marsh seems to be the big draw for bir.ders 
from up-state. Eacly in L9H4 the Corps of Engineers constructed 
a thirci itnpoundment east ot the rlXisti11g 011es~ 'I'hLs tt1ird i1n
poundment filled wi.Li1 water~ <1n<I buron: in spri.ns; of l.984 and vir
tually d1jst1:.-oyf~d the saJ.tm.:tc~ih sccub of tlit.). ~ureounding ar.ea ... Wt~ 
are pli.::ased Lu noLd t.11Ht the Corps is pJannin . .:-, to rcvegetate the 
at.'fec.ted areas. 

Meanwhile, the ndditlon of the third impoundment has made the 
bi.cd:uH~ fr-1Hn the dikes th~ttec; for ease of waJ king and ease of 
vie\.Jtn,.~, r.!1t~ iinpoundmf~nt f?,Ceatly <.~nhanct:!S birdwatching oppoctuni
Lies at PH .... 1. At: Lh1..-; dAt:e i11 .I.ate M:1rch ther~t':! ar·e t:housan\is of 
shcn-t~hi cd0 present, a ti:t:~nd which should 1..:.1.)ntinue eight Lhrough 
May .A bl nler wislung to study slrnr.2birds should 1100 pas,; up an 
opportuni.t:; to bi.rd at l'l{M at the hei.ght of ,;pr-ing migi:ation. 

llere ,is a l.ist of shorebirds, etc., which should btl present 
throughout most or all ot the migration period: Rlack-bellied & 
L«st;ier: Golden plov"rs,\./i !.son's & S«mipalmated plovers, ICi.lld""r, 
Bl.i1ck.~n1-~1..'.k~~d Sti.lt, :\mPr1c..an Avocet., both y1.~J.L\JwJ.egs spt~ci.es, 
Sul.iLacy :l~1ndp11>t~x, !{11ddy 'furnsLutH:.~, H(.!d !<not, ~Jt~steLu, Least, 
St.:mipalmalt:d <t!Hl \~hi!e-l"'U!llfH.~d Snndpipc~1-s, Pec1:01.-al Sandpipt~xs, 
bn1.h tfow1tcher~3 1 Pe1.'.;.it'Hl :~.nndpip€~1-, plur'l pnssi.htes :-:;uch as 
M:1t·', .;.,,1·:1L 1 \·J\11mi11·t·!, l1Hl<!,--h1lltld C1irl.",\'~ \JiL:..:;ou's .tnd 
H1.:d-li..::c.K.1.!d l'harf.t I. rup;~. 

Addltiona1lv many hernns, <;ulls, tBrns, O:•prflvs, and (d11rin~ 
ft1i l\.dlL 1!<1Y!.i) :".l!l!iil J. j1,!'1'd.'I !tie') iil.·!kl•. f':<>I til1.'. ·,tll;.',ll! 11\IJSL p1:nduct
.l Vl! IJJ J'<J i 11,: ·;pol Ull Llit: 'Ud:i ! • 

As ul" this writin.?,, :u-1 (ld11lL i.._~ssPr f\L11:k-·h;11:k1:d Cl1ll [t:mains 
al iL-; td'."tlrlL,.' 1.h:,!t .. l!l(ulll ~,,~lt!!li'._, h1~t\·:•·1;!\ C ... JWitll Ru;1d a11d 
l!i.L)n.J.'1Y lJ!J J.11 1;u1.LjJoc·t •'.~1:.;t :_.i t!1, !~1-t1<1.l\1:111.:c ;.!.tc1na i.n Biloxi; 
musL 1>ft.1·n St!en 1.ll fr:11nt <-JI Bi_l.dx.l !~r:ilcl1 '-\)ftJt' !11n and F:dy,c:wntc:r 
Plillll ~foJ.I 111 '\Lloxi. 
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Addenda to ~lf);) Nc~ws letter,, Volume :\\), No. 

Mi.nut(~s o( the Fail 1!1eet1.11g, ot LllC :·Lt.s.~;; __ ,::;.Lppt (Jrni~.hulur,i,.:at 

Suciely 

The 19H·~ fati 1l\f!t~\!H~~ • ... 1a;; h1-•ld jit 1;r:, __ :1..id:.:i_ r)\l '~r)VP·d1:·i 3, 1(1.}!,i. 
Th·) ~]/'}Pti.11i~. Wfl!"\ ca lied Lo ord·~1.· l1v t'r1 :.;i!i1.~nL l...ir:r.·y (;al PS. rom =tnd 
liil.a llold•'n w .. re th1rnl<,:<1 101: Llw1r iwsp1L:dily un FriJay ni.f\hL. 

Tht~ mi.nut(~r.; of t·lif~ ;);"(•Vi<.,1U.':i 11H?e~:;11;~ "'' r(' i-,··:HI .111·' 

J·1n !ll1l.>11i:.;~.;on ·1~Kl~d 1·11.-.i:. W1' Df1\· o•ir q.d.• di~··~·-.~. 1,1r, .)ai.:.; ·: \:·1 

c1'.!purLed l: t.he i '·' 1· ~r·y :1 1 ~ i'l:·,U '"'PUl(l \•1p]c:(11111• UH~ opptH.·tlJllity to 
storf! t·IUS f1le.'l. ;,,··1.:urds wei·P ,:~vr-11 !ii .Jri:rv lo?: stoca;,'./!. at M:)U. 
H,., aL:::o reported an issu(~ qr the f-\J.3:i::;sippi. l<ite hc1d f;one to 
Uw. pruitez:s. MU:) ar:m patches aee sti.ll avaiJ.ablo at .v .. 00 each. 

13i i. l Tucco t te nnno11nc1~d wock nu the new ch1"!1: k- .Li:·J t is 111Hi12 r:way. 
Th<:? Fi.~:i1 a11d (;ar1H::i Co1n;o1;-::-~ .ion ofC1-~L·ed Lo ~•et Lhe. type. In thP 
1neanti111e. Mi.ssissij)pi Coast Audubc1n Society has a npw list wl1ich 
is a gooJ substitute for. twonty-cPnts 0ach. Production of the 

'MOS T-shir:ts have been del.ayed by Lhe ar:l wot·l<. 

Nona flt~rber.t, nomi.nat.ions chair.man, p1:esc,nted a slal:<' of offi
cer:~;:. BPt.te Sclrnrdi.en .Jackson, Prc>si.<l•!nt, Hal. Moore, Vicf! Pt""li
dent, Jan Dubuisson, Sec1:eta1:y, G. Edwanl Alexander, Treasurer, 
.ff)L"o111t• A • .Jackson, Editor, 11_i._~i .. s_y_)_l.'l''··-K!:J:.£· Norrn H1)i:be1.t move.d 
thP slate be accer,1 r~d, m1JtinP "J:1s ,~~·1 cu11cT1~d by Walt.et \):,1vi.s. 
Mui. inu iwssed. juditll foups was appoinled eJi.lor of t.he MOS 
Ne\Y;:J letter . 

.Jerry .Jackson announced that the A.0.U. meeting will take place 
in Missis,ii.ppi at Sta1:kville, on August L8-2i., t<J?b. The A.O.U. 
h.1s not met. in Mi.~;:iissippi. befon'. Jerry <noved l:hat Mih co-nost 
the meeting. Hoticrn was seconJeJ by Mai:vin Davis. Motion passe<.1. 

JRri:v .111,~kson mu.!R the J.984 .J. W. Tucker Aw;·;rd fur '.lll':•.:<-.:,n<ting 
contri.but.i_1Jl1S to Mississippi. oeniLh01.ogy t.o ::.:ic;,~areL Cope.l:ind 
for he1: effn1:ts in birJ rehabi.lit.0.Lior,, in const.i:uction and dis
tribution of bl.uebixd houses and her discovery of the first House 
finch in Mississippi. 

Ma1·vill n11,,i,; t..ibuiated Lhe bi.rd count; one ilurn.ired and oue 
spt~ci.es Wf!r.c~ s1~En. 

TlH~ busi.uess !11Pt~ti.ng wns adiou1-11Pd. \.,1 ~ A. lfuy,heR introduced 
.J(•cry fnc.k~~ou wlio gnve. and e<lucalio11al program on l>icd8 in 
Mississipp1. 

Respectfully submitted, 
.Julia lll:oy IP~, '.iecretai:y 
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RESERVATION FORM: MISSISSIPPI ORN ITHOLOG I C/\L SOC l ETY BANQUET 

Yes, T plan to attend the banquet on Satueday, May 4, 1985 at 
the RHmada Inn in Vicksbueg. My check foe 
is enclosed. 

Signed=-------------· -------------------

Cut out and mail to Hal Mooee 
l;Lakesi.Jde Deive 
Vicksbueg, MS 39180 

Or caLL Hal at 638-2680. Please make r1~servations enrly :io that 
Hal will have a coerect number of sealings at the banquet. 

EXTRA •.•.. EXTRA .•... EXTRA ..••. EXTRA ..... EXTRA ..... EXTRA ....• EXTRA 

l~uis and Frances Cashman extend the following invitation to 
nll Friday night MOS arrivals .... Come to the Cashmans foe a 
light supper and get-together, starting at 7:00 p.m., Friday, 
Mny 1, L'l85! So that Louis and Frances will know l10w m'lny MOS 
mem~ers to expect, please fill out the following and mail Lo-

Louis Cashman 
1449 Parkside Drive 
P 0 Box 951 
Vicksburg, MS 39180 

Dear Louis and Frauces ... Yes! count me in for your Friday night 
get-together 1 and thank you for making the Vicksburg meeting 
one 1 wouldn t miss. 

Signed=-----------------
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