
iHSSISSIPPI ORNITHOLOGICAL socr;;·,ny 

Organized April 30, 1955 

G. !:i:D:1AEL ALEX:AN'CZR, JR. 
President 
l?h9\'v. Azalea Drive 
:}recrl'lt lle, Mississippi 
3f3701 

.\!IR. It. C. :::lODEHTS 
Vic,:;-Pre8i..dent 
593 S;ykes :~oad 
Jack;-;or!, -,,:issi8sippi 
39212 

Fehruary 20, 1976 

:'l:t. '",. :-! • TURCOTT!~ RETLRING A::J !:i:IJilOR 

,[R.'3. RUTH E. I:O".;l':SY 
l?~ l Gre~rm')nt, Secretar.)· 
Jackson, Vd.ssissirpi 
39202 

£:~. E. Gandy 
Treasurer 
111 N. Jefferson St. 
,Tackson, !viississirpi 
J920? 

Comri18d by: ·"~. H. T11rcot te 
~ci tor, l.TOS 
Rt. 7, Box ?S? 
J a c k3 on, Eis s • 
39~09 

----Ti:;-,, i)JS must -accept wi thr~grst the resi8nation of :.:r. "'. H. Turcott:: as ec:i..'L.:)c cf 
t1:1.e :Io~ ;,Jewsletter and the :.lisd.sdnni Kite. :.1r. TnrcotLe hos edited the !'Iewslr~t. 1 .er 

since U1e formation of the ::!(5.<; i..n Ar~il of 19)), twenty ~rears ago, anrl has edLtiJd' ·f?i'E~ 
:.:ts<;is:;jp['i Kite since 196) when it ·Nas first rublished. !le find..s he will be 'Urn'..le t ·:· 
contfm\2 t-:-r:; dos o, 

'3 !'~? ~'J,~ ~;~STING PLANS 
--· -'n;e2lst annual spring meeting will again be held on Dauphin Island. The ci.::itr"' 

are April 2 - 4, 1976. 
Friday, April 2: 8:00 P.d. Annual business meetLns at the Marine Resourcns 
L-1boratory Library. (just north of Shell ~.iounds Park). l~ew offic'2rs '~:ill ··'.: 
el·?cted. Steve Peterson will be in charge of the prognrn. 
c;atun1ay, April 3: All day field trip, details to be announcecl. On your 0 1 cn 
for -lunch - continue field trip in P • .i:l. '.:laturday night, dutch supper at t.ite 
Auditorium just like the one last year 
~~ w1day, A pri 1 J-1: On your own 

;c r,.:l Information: Holirfay Inn of Dauphin Island, I·auphln Is lane;, Alabama J(5j' 53 
Ereserving a 8rour of i;-1 rooms until 4 P. :,;. April 2. 11ates will be appro:d·ns tely 
Jl?.00 for a double room, ~16.00 for a single. 

Clip here and ~ail 
Date 

. vr. _-;,, . iile:<ander, Jr. ----·-·--------------·· ..... 
17110 ·• A7.al8a :Urive 
~reerivi Lle, 1,:ississi.;:i~1i J'l7Ul 

I ~ 1 J::!r1 ~,ci ;::ittend th0 snpr<?r an·J ref3 1Jlar meeti.ne anc fi.old tri.r Arril 2 - J, 197(. 
Tlicre 1\ L 11 bo a total of persons in my ~art~r for !)-,_r:o ''UrTr;r Arril J. 

Signed ________ ·~------------·----·· _____ _ 
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E:i.:ER:'r£~;::;y 2DITOR 
Decause of l'ir. Turcotte 1 s illness, the information in tl1is is:::ue must be confinecl 

to what the emergency editor, ~1rs. Ruth :G. Downey can glean. It ·will therefore be 
very skimpy. 

ANNUAL FALL }IBfi:'I'HJG 
The annual fall meeting of the Hississippi Orni tholo•::;ical Society was helrl 

December ), 1975 in the CrreenvLlle Public Library following a delicious dinner for 
me-nber.s in the home of i1lrs. Alexander's mother, :;!rs. Vir;:;inLa Ford. ~Ir. Ed. Alexander, 
rresident, presided. 

',ir. 8arl Bauer com'Tlended the outstanding quality of tho i'.OS Newsletter. He also 
1noven that the ;,10.3 extend a formal vote of thm1ks to ; :rs. "'ord for her hos ri tali ty 
in entertaining the members at dinner, a motion that was enthusiastically carried. 

l:r •. J<ickson announced that he had a stndent at the heronry studying the relation 
between the little blue heron and the cattle e~ret. 

'~r. Ed. Alexander announced that the spring meeti nz would again be at Dauphin 
Island, with the plans si:nila:r to lsst ye11r 1s. He wi.11 c;et in touch with the proc;irJent 
of the ~obile Bird Club again. 

;Ar. and Mrs. Ben Coffee gave a talk illustrated with slides and tape recordings 
of the country of Nepal and its bi rrls. 563 species of birds have been recorded in Neral. 

Intermittent downpours the morning of Dece:n.ber 6 so:newhat ha'llpered but did not 
dampen the spirits of those mecr1bers who met at the Yazoo r.ildlife rlefuge for birdine. 
Everyone gathered at noon in the lodge of the Leroy Percy State Park for a delicious 
fried chicken dinner. After dinner a count of the birds sighted was held. 8L1 different 
species were reported, including the very obliging male ver~nillion flycatcher and a 
flock of 25 wild turkeys. 

NEV1S F"RO .. : SOiw!E OF TH2 CHRIST:.tAS BTRG COUNTS 
LrAcKSlW COUNTY BIRD corn~T 
133 species were observed the day of the Christmas bi rd count, January 3. 17 peorle 
participated. Unusual species reported were 1 i;\ilson 1 s rhc:ilarore, 3 peregrine f~lcons, 
2 common nighthawks, 2 black and white warblers, 1 white ibis, J bald eagles, 3 Le Conte 1 s 
sparrov;c;. Unusual birds seen during the week of the count were 1 brown pelicc!n, 
1 white pelican, 7 ibis (Plegadis - either glossy or white-faced), 1 green hernn, 
1 cattle egret. Dr. Larry Gates of flattiesburg orgaoized the participants c!nd tabulated 
the count, as he did for the Hattiesburg count also. On tho drive back to J~ckson from 
the crnmt ~r. W~rren Garrott reported seein~ a rough-leg~ed hawk near Hattiesburg. 
!1A'!"l'I~.''BllRG BIRD COUNT 
C\G species were observed. The rr10st unusual srecies reported, one never reported 
befor-e, was a rufous hummingbird seen by Lr, Larry Gates, -;1ho has obtained pictures 
of this bird, which has spent the winter in Hattief:bun:;. Other unusual species 
spottec! on the count were 2 eared grebes and 1 spotted sandpiper. On December 14 
fir. •}ates had a hellow-breastec: chat in his back yard. He also reports an unusual 
number of wintering white-eyed vireos. Father Izral in :;;iggins says he has never 
seen so many white-eyed vireos as have wintered there this year. 
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JACKSON BI~D COUNT 
91 species were reported by 14 observers under the leaderi::htp of ;;1r. W. H. Turcotte. 
12 evening grosbeaks were seen by ~r. W •. H. Turcotte near •Jluckstat. There was 1 'clBck 
anci white warbler, 13 common yellowthroats, 21 orange-cf owned warblers, 75 snow geesp, 
18 barred owls, 588 bluejays, 169 golden-crowned -kinglets and 304 ruby-crowned kin!'.;le>LR. 
Unusual birds seen this winter were a white pelicc!n spotted by Miss Christine Berry, 
:frs. Frances Wills and Miss Evelyn Tackett December 15 off Pelican Point at the T?.os.s 
t3arnett Reservoir. A male summer tanag~r in winter plumage (olive-brown back and ;vLn<~s, 
oricht rusty tail, rum and crissum and pale rusty breast) was seen and identified by 
\·[r. Turcotte and ;,1r. Gandy on Laurel Street, Jackson shortly after Christmas and ho2 
been seen off and on in the neighborhood since. A female summer tanager was rerorted 
on New Year's Day in the same neighborhood. An albino gadwall waA observed by "!rs. 
Frances ·1··1ills off the ripeline road at the Ross Barnett reservoir. It was with two 
other ~_;adwalls. The same group was observed two weeks lat8r, February 7 by :.rrs. lnt,>1 
Downey and aeain February 14 oy ~'.iss Christine Berry, ilrs. Frances Wills, Miss :;;v,~lyn 
Tackett anrl i.frs. Ruth Daowney in the same locality. A flock of eitht eveninr: t~ros~ii:;3lcs 
(4 males and J-1 females) has spent the morning from February 19 through February 22 at 
the feeder of 11:s. Liz Smith, 1401 Srrinp;dale. filss Christine Berry, 3910 i\, State ')t. 
has had a wintering female Baltimore oriole at her suet feeder this winter. Urs. Frances 
Wills observed 2 purple ml'!rtins at the Nlain Harbor Marina on February 22. Steve 
Peterson sighted a great horned owl north of Vicksburg Decernber 6 on the way home from 
the ;,.ro.s meeting. 

GR!i.:.SNVILLE BIRD COUNT 
9j srocies were observed. January 4, the day of the Greenville bird count was cold, 
24 det;rees at 7 A.M., with winds out of the north at 10-15 mph. Unusual species 
observed were a flock of 27 white-fronted geese spotted by Steve Peterson ano Jim 
Williams and a second vermillion flycatcher spotted two miles south of the one spotted 
earlier in the year on Lake Jackson and which has remained in approximately the same 
spot all winter. 2500 green-winged teal were also seen. 

UNUSUAL BIRD FEEDERS 
~1r. Davis of Kosciusko has invented an almost squirrel-proof pecan feeder for 

chickadees and titmice. He cuts the pecan in half, places it in a spring-type c:loth0srin 
and suspends the clothespin fro1n a coathanger. Only one squirrel genius has ontwi ttc;d 
hir:i. 

!:1r. and ivlrs. Reber Layton have attracted a number of goldfinches with a Droll 
Yankee thistle seed feeder. 



It. has been suggested that many MOS members would like to give Hr. 'lurcotte 
So!ne gift ln appreciation of his devoted and unselfish servlce t0 the iiOS ai:; edito:· ._,f 
tlie :ms Newsletter <1n<l the Mississippi Kite throughout the pai:;t twenty years. If 
an_)'One would like to do so, please mail checks to ilir. B. '.!:, Gandy, 111 N, Jefferson (.;t., 
Jackson, 39202, marking them "Turcotte Fund. 11 Please mail checks before ~arch 15. 


