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TRIP TO THE BR01NN PELICAN ROOKERY ON NORTH ISLAND.- All aboard at LI-:30 a.m.,
tTune 2nd, "'vve set out in·the HER!1ES from the Ocean Springs harbor for North Island,
off the Louisiana coast. The morning was clear and a cold wind from the east was
invigorating. Chuck-willls-widows on shore a few J~rds away called out as if to
bid us Godspeed.

After a round of greetings and introductions and partially settling down for
the voyage our thoughts turned '1:,0 food, or just coffee would do. r10se who least
expected to need reenforcement so early were either 0dtl1out or had cold coffee.
The coast members had gotten up at 3 olclock and were prepared for any emergency.
They vv-ere generous in sharing ';'lith others their hot coffee and baskets of plenty.

An occasional Laughing Gull and a few Royal Terns were seen as we steered out
across the Nlississippi Sound. In the channel off Ship Island the already choppy
water became suddenly rougher. Soon 11e ran into a larce school of porpoises that
put on quite a show as they rolled and sometimes leaped clear of the water. Several
Brown Pelicans and MQn-ol-war Bi~ds appeared in full view and gave hope to those
who had becorne seasick that we were nearing North Island. About 10 a.m. numbers
of Pelicans and flocks of Man-ol-vmr Birds were seen in flight in the distance,
and almost momentarily swarme of these could be seen over the Island.. As the boat
drew nearer and anchored, young on the nests and great nw~ers of adult birds
shuffling to and fro loomed into view. Everyone was eager to get ashore with
cameras. Three by three we were transferred in a motor boat from the HERDillS to
the Island. There we were inw,odiately in the rookery among occupied nests placed
in low mangrove bushes which extended to the liVater l s edge. Rough bulky nests of
sticks and stems of woods and grasses were touching each other and contained two
or three eggs, or young birds in different stages of development. The newly hatched
were brown-skinned and naked. Slightly oldor onos were llsprouting ll dovm, while
others amazingly large for their age, were fully covered with "'vTI1ite dovm, or begin
ning to acquire juvenile plWY',age. I,'lany of tho yo'_mg, apparently too large for the
nosts, clung to the sidc:s or stood on tho grour:.d noa~~by. They were extremely noisy
while the adults woro virtually quiot. Tho young feed by plung'ing their heads dovm
the pouch of the parent. They are not ablo to forage for themselves until they aro
about ten weeks old. Tho M:cm-o I_W8:r Birds VIOro thore to rob the Pelicans of food.

Among the Pelicans and farther inland 'Nere small colonies of American Egrets
and several Heddish Egrets which scorned to be nosting. An Oyster-catchor VTaS seon
as it flow from the Island, and a few Laughing wl11s flow among tho other birds
off shore.

(continued)
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Pelican H.opkery (Con' t. )

Time did not perr1it a s~rey of the whole island. We were reluctant to
leave and went aboard with a resolve to return another day. Back aboard the
HERJ'iiIiJS we compared notes as we ate lunch. The Man-o' -war Birds followed the
boat some distance and we had close-up views of adults and their young' of the
year. The compass broke and we were thrown slightly off course, but anchored
in the harbor at tVlilight. As we went ashore several Chuck-willI s-widows Vlere
there calling vociferously as if in celebration of our return.

~Je shall ever be grateful to Donald R. Moore and W. AJ Demoran of the Gulf
Coast Laboratory for steering us straight to North Island and back safely. To
Dr. GlUtter, Director of the Lnboratory, we are indebted for the use of the L8,bo
ratory facilitj eS and the boaL It "vas a fine trip that vve shall long remember
Excellent pictures were taken at close range by several members of the party.
Bill Turcotte showed some of the moti.on pictures taken by him on the Game and
Fish Television program Friday ni{~;ht, <TunG 15, and Mrs. Floyd has entel'tained
friends in her home with the colored pictures which she took.

MOS meJ'Jbers mc.king the trip to North Island were: Mr. & Mrs. Ben Coffey, ,Jr"
Fannye a':1d Vivian Cook, Dr.' & IvlI's. Bedford Floyd, Mrs. Fred Moreton, John
Phares, Dr. Hurst Shoemaker, Homer Tackett, Mrs. lEayo Tolman, Bill Turcotte.

Guests were: R. J. Newman, LSD, Baton Rouge, La.; Harris Ea.ton, J8.c]-;:son;
,James )If. Smiley, ,Jackson; Carl M. Shoemaker, ,Tr. and. son, Bruce, At.lanta, Ga.;
Ann Shoemaker, Vr. A. Demoran, Ted Ford, and Donald Hoore, Gulf CoP,st La,roratory.

Fannye A. Cook -

THE PASCAGOULA BRIDGE flJESTEJG GHOUrmS.- On Sunday morning, Jun<," 3rd, several
members of the Society drove to the west end of the PascC'.goula Bridge on High
way 90 to survey the Black Skimmer and Tern nesting grounds which were first
visited by MOS members in ,June 1955. The Skimmcrs and Least Terns !,'lore thero
in numbers and were apparently beginning to nest. A few nests of both species
containing fresh oggs were soen. Red-w:Lnged Blackb:trds and severe).l Boat-ta.ilod
Gracklos were in the marsh and a pair of large Terns, presumably Caspian, fod
ne8,r the site of the old bridge.

The adult Gull-billed Terns seen there May 5th by Bill Turcotte and John
Phares vwre not present. Several down;)' youn,g', which scurri8cl across th~J nesting
grounds as the observe:cs approachod were thought to. be of cuhis species, as thoy
appeared too largo for tho young of Least Terns, trhJ o,11y other ';\;.1:'n kl":'.m'm to
nest thorc. ]\Krs. B. F. Floy-d nho has visited th:\t area sovcral tim.os this season.
reports, through Dr. Shoemakor, that she found t.hc Sl-:-iml!tOl'2 ncst.ingtherc early
in May. This Doing true the imrnature seGn on ,Tunc 3l'd couId have been Skimmers o

Thoso making tho trip, June 3rd., 1'101'0: :iSI'. & HI'S. Bon Coffoy, Jr.; Frances
and Vivian Cook.

Roland Handley and Carl Harvard,of the Stc:to Gamo and Fish Co.mr;ri.ssion ,
reported seeing 3 Swallmv-tcdled Kites on the Pascagoula River below Cumbost
Bluff while making a boat trip down the river for the purpose of making
Wood Duck brood counts.
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BARN SHALLOFS.- Ben Coffey reported soeing Barn SVlallows nosting in a
wn.rohousc on tho Gulfport municipal picr. As f,"r q,s we knovv this is the first
record. of a Darn Sv:alloVJ nosting on tho mv.inland on tho coast. They are probe.bly
of the so-me [jpecies as hrwe been known to nost for many years on Ship Island.

A ,JUNE STORM VICTDiI.- During a heavy rain llnd 'wind storm on Wuc.necHinJ",
,Tune 13, a young Yellow-crov!l1ed NightHeron came d.ovil1. with both legs brolcen in
1:1". 'ihde Crcekmoro' s yard in north Jackson and vms brought to the MUSOl.un by
~.iI.r. Creekmore p-nd Mr. T. H. Salisbury. Those Herons nest comElonly in PCC1.rl
River bottoms near Jackson. The skin of this specimen was presorved by I\fiss
F'annye Cook, Curator of tho Euseum, for tho perrmmont col.lection.

A CALIFORNIA-DAI'IDED PINTAIL FOUlJD IN 11ISSISSIPPI.- Ben Coffey, ,Jr. ~"!ritos
that he received a roport from the U. S. Fish &: Wildlife Sorvice on a band,- No.
536-(36221, vvhich was taken from a malo pintail kil10d by H. R. Thompson, Dec.26,
1955 at Tunic2. Cut-off in Tunica County, U.1.ss. The bird was banded as 2.n imm2.
ture mc.1e pintail on Aug. 15, 1954 by California Fish & Gamo Cornm.• at Mount;:'.in
T.Toadow Reservoir, r'JestvJOod, Calif.

HOUNDED ~:nGRANT RECEIVES ATTENTION AT THE WILDLIFE f'IUSEUII.- A hnndsome
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, found YJith a broken wi.ng noar Biloxi, April 20, and
sent to the T:Tuseum by :M:tss LOGsie Honan of Seashore Camp Grounds,romains in
good spirits and has given much ple,,:..suro to ~.lus8um visitors. It eats heartily
of sunflower seeds and fruits,- berries and plums. After tho second .w'>3k of
confinement it showed signs of great improvemont and began chirping. Now it is
able to fly a few yards \I:hon ruleo.sed in tho room and sings throughout tho day.
Parts of its song resemblos thilt of a Robin. The Grosbeak wintors in tho tropics
and migrates from mid~Aprilto mj.d-J1ay through IIississippi to it,s northern nost
ing grounds.

On June 15 following a storm, ~,Ir. & lIrs. j'Ic:,yo Tolman drove along the Gulf

Coast from Lakeshore in Hancock County to Biloxi and back. In tho a.n.l. there
"'JaS a stiff inshore breeze and not a bird vms seen ovel~ the Gulf at ,south Beach
above Ba3rou Caddy. Across the highv:ay a gooc:ly ntllilber of Terns 1Nere flying b2.ck
and forth over the marshes and frequently plunging into the v-rater: Least, Forster IS.

and an occasional Laughing Gull and ono Frigate B:Lrd (I.Ian-o '-vw.r Bird). -
When they crossed the Bay Bridge at noon the wi.nd had ab3.ted.. From. Henderson

Point to Pass Christian t11ey saw 7 flocks of Frigo.to Birds, numbering 30, 31, 9,
36, 14, 113, 35; and just e-3.st of Pass Christian rias 2c flock or .21+; ",t Edgewater 1,
and at Biloxi 6. All of these birds ,vere soaring in an easterly direfirtion. On
the return trip about two hours later th(\i' saw n.ltogethor in 6 different plcwes
19 Frig8.te Birds. L2.nd b:Lrdsvvcre aln10st entirely absent.
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BIRD OBSERVATIONS, I.u~y 4 and 5, along U. S. Highway 49, south of Jo,ckson,
Hississippi, principa.lly in Jackson and Harrison Countics.-lr

3irq.!? .observed: Great Blue Heron, Snowy Egret, Groen Heron, Louisiana
;reran, White Ibi.s, Turkey Vulture, Broad-vvingod Ha.vJk, Osprey, Bob-white,
Sa]1c':'hill Crano, Coot, Wilson Plover, Somipalmated Plovor, Killdeer, Black
bellied Plover, Turnstone, Lesser Yollow-legs, Knot, Rcd.:..bc,cked S':.n(~.pipor,

SD,nderling,' Herring Gull, Ring-billed Gull, La.ughing Gull, Gull-bi:.l,·Jl Torn,
Common Tern, Least Irern, Royal Tern, Caspian Tern, Black Skimm.er, l:,oLll'ning
Dove, Nighthmvk, Chinmoy Swift, Rod-bellied Woodpecker, Red-hcD.dod Hooc.;.peckor,
Yol10lfv-bcllied Sapsucker, Downs Woodpecker, Kingbird, Crested Flycatcher,
Acadi,:m Flycatcher, Wood Po-wee, Rough-winged Swallow, Barn Svmllovv, Purple
I\~artin, Blue Jay, Crow, Fish Crow, Tufted Titmouse, Carlina 1"1ron, },.{ockingbird,
Brown Thrashor, Robin, Wood Thrush,' Bluebird, Blue-gr::\T GnD,tcatcher, Shrike,
Starling, Vfuitc~eyod Vireo, Red-eyod Vireo, parula lVarbler,Pine Warbler,
Kentucky 1"Jarblor, l:Iaryland Yellovrtlu'oat, Yel10vJ-broasted Chat, Hooded Warbler,
English SparrOYif, Bobolink, fIeadowlal'k, Rod-winged BID.ckbird, 'Orchard Oriole,
Boat-tailed Grackle, :Purple Grackle, Cowbird, SUfl1nler '1'anagor, Co,rdinal,
Blue Grosbeo,k, T01vhee, Sea-side SrK:l'roVf.

Comments: Louisiana Heron - Not umJ.ally soon in an;sr nwnbers until after
first week in ,June.

Osprey - Burleigh did not finel this bird nesting on the mainlClnd,' llowevor
they nest in Jackson County o.nd to some extent in Hancock. JjJTl Nipper, of the
G:::lJYle Conunission, reports 2 active nests in Hancock County and 2 active nests atop
power polos on Big BiJ.oxi JaVel' just north of Loraine Bridge, 6 miles north of
Biloxi in I'brrison County.

Purple Hartin - Hcportuc;. by John Frazier 2.3 being scon in docr'Jasing numbers
in Hattiosburg area. Seen in great abundance in coastal rJgion.

American Knot - Observod in detail at fairly close range on 1'10st sido of
Gulfport municipal pior on <lftcrnoon of Hay4. Cons:Ldered by Burleigh <.lS ono of
tho scarcest of the shore birds on the Ili3Slssippi coast.

COI';r:lon Tern - Haybc Forster I s, ClS BurloiL~l st'l'GCS that it is difficult to
distinguish those in imxn?,ture or '<Hinter plwnago.

Se,ndhill Crano - Nest ,,:ith 2 yOlmg observed nnd photogr'::!.phod, north of
Fontainebloau with Dr. Hu.riJt Shoc:;::..kor.

Gtlll-billed Tern - Not collocted by Burleigh cfl10 reported it no~ present
to his knowledge on the mainland. S-':'.ic1 to be of lir.1itod occurrence in migration
on the outer islands.

-lr Basis for
Burleigh's book
19L1-5.

many of the remarks following the spGc~Los :_isted is taken from
entith,d II Tho Bird Life of Tl-lG Gulf Coast Ri3gion in ~li.ssissippi",

~ /oh~': PLares and Bill Turcotte

NOTICE

Each lnember of the 1iO,S is invited to send. to the Ec1.itor bird nato::, or
other iter:ls of interest for publication in future Newsletters.
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BIIWS SDT;J\T ON CROSS COUIiJTny TRIP. - Those notes begin shortly before 7 '-,.Ll.
'~o.y 23, on the No.tchez Trace. For milos the turtles on 8D.ch side of the rond
!:;c'e"l.cd to hi',V(; dccie1ed t11o.t they ho.cl rathor be on tho athol' side. It took some
."ani.J1.1v<Jring to J)lCU1D.ge to miss 0.11 of them.

On n cross country trip tourist courts nro recoI1Ni.:mcled for they are ofton
10cGtecl noo.r 2. -.wods. Eal~ly in tho morning' from D. court north of Chrcttnnoogo.
tIlo songs and crtll notos of the 'dood Thrush, Robin, Thrasb.)r, Jo.y, ']'0'; 'h,:;0 , Orchard
O:'iolo, Cilrolinn V'fron, Stc'.rling,o.nd Dove could bo hoo.rd. Thon at dusk on 0. hill
side ncar our court in HOi'.noke YIOl~e Chipping Spnrrows. Up IIifilm:'c;/ 11 frm;l Eoo.nolco
to nCTi I>.rlcct, Vo.., thl'onghtho picturesquG Blue Ridi?::o country, the nost abundo.r;c,
bird ';'1':::.8 tho 8t::1.1'li1'1g. Several tiD.I0S on the tolophono lines IVCTO stc12.11 flocks of
Goldfinches. Upon taking the Skyline Drive bot1>8811 Nm'! ]l;',rkct and Front Royal, VL~.,

tho Sto.rling WetS left behind and Juncos, Rod.-o;;rcd Viroos, and l;lOl~() Goldfinchos
[tpqcarod.

:;:n.JT 25 to Juno 2 1':o.s spent eight Eliles frc)rl i~nnn.polis, : il., in Shornoocl Forest.
This bor:mtiful forest of gi.::mt tulip treos ( in full bloOL1), locust, OJ.Ie, hickory,
d.ogT!oodwith an un.clergro~.!th of s,:\Ssafras and mountD.in laurel, is on n bIuff over
looking tho Sovern Hivcr. \'Toad Thrushes could bo s,)on running ohant in any clearcc;.
spot nne'. singing consto.ntly. On a ro.iny day thoy 'ivo:c'o oEJpocial12" n.-,usiceJ. o.ncl.
scoEed to pOUl" forth thoir double notes nore often•. C·'thirds Tlor" evOr;71';l:.cro,
s1.11[;'ing loudly, D.S poll D.S c(~lling. Ikd-eyoc'; Vireos, riooel POVfOOS, Sur:ln:)r To.11J.gers,
TOTrhccs, D,ne!. Crostcc1. Fl;yc,::'.tchc:~'s ';'Jore o.bundD..nt. Of pr'.rt::.culo.r interost ['fOro t.ho
Scarlet TL\llQ[;~Crs,(l11C1 the Barrick ~'!rGns 1"101"8 l1uarcl n1C~J1~.?" tjJIOS d.1J:ci':_1[{ tll.~.t ~·!()olc. 011

tho parndo grounds cet tho J\TD..vo.l i.cade":l;')T, Bm~n Svmllo\!s flc",! DJ:'oulld o.nc1. o.ro1.1nd,
cli0ping up and down, cOllplotoly indiffcrcmt to tho)Jrcc:l.so pD..ttcrns 8xocutcd by the
nidshipr'.cn.

Juno 2 nas 2. cleW for seeing ~~t,. Vernon. Trn:i.psi;lg' o.rm:ncl t~1C grounds of 0.11

08t,':\to in the pouring x'o.in ie not 'lory o.ppo:'.ling, llo',cortholcS3 it provxl to bo
.t71.ost rCTio.rding.· There in tho forl.E\l flOTiOr ga:cdon, perchcd in [l. SLlnll troe and
singing cloD..rly, YJ,:;.S lny first .Song Sparrorr.

On ,June 3,b2.ck of O:.U' tourist court in South [ill, Vo.• , riO discovered D.. flock
of Chicl:aclccs. Lnto th:;.t afternoon no['.,r ['.nother court in'Toy,wsville, j.T. C., FJ

D.g,,~.j..n StlYJ Song Spnrro1vE1. Tl-1CJT T!are Gviclc11t rlG:,~t l~lor.~:l~Lr~E~ {~J.so, sO'~,u1clirlg~ so li~~cc cco~l.

clenr DountcJ.:Ln air.
Juno 4 was spent Ylinding in tIle Sl:101d.cs to FontarJ\ Dal. 2:ndigo Buntings,

ILocl.-c}Tcd. Vireos, 0.11(1 ~'T~r1)J~Gl1S TIO cOlllct Jl0t idcrlt.:Lfs- T'ICre l:lo,:-i.rcL all alo11g' tI"la ~"J2::;l.

TlJc Vireoco SCC:")ccJ. to precloL1incJ;e. In FontJ.na VillC'oge we ~)O.ri YcllOTJ ~;o.l'1Jlel's for
tile first tirJ(; since ~If.\Y 3 OIl I\Tort~.} Cong'ross strcc:t irl ;J.:'.c:.cn01.1, ';'~iss. III V[1"i11

VlO lool:",d for Pcdnteci. BuntLl{;S •
Ti,e only trouble about D, trip o:~ th:Ls kind. is t~l~t t11c:'o :LE:.l0t ti:'.e to

invusti[;'o.to Ql-l tl'lC i11tcrcst:Ln{;' f:~01).llds ttrlcl g'li.c.1psUS OI~.Q v0 fro ~l a cru~ r"illc1.o"\,,·.

~ II'~). YT. G·. YTilJ..s

T .. ; vote rocontly taken by fli'cil rosulti:xl in thc) election o:~' the folloning
orficors oi' the Uississippi 0::' 'itholo(';ic,?l Society for the ensu:l.ng year:

Prcsic1(mt - F~.:c;ye A. Cook
'licej):r<Qsid.cl'l'G - J01111 }:~. Fra~5.cr

SDcrctc"rs" - . ~rc3. 1'7. Cr. ·~.'Tills

Trc~':,surer - Dr. C s. IJ. Dee~·ors

Ec1itor - 'Tillin.n :. T'."'cottc
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